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INTRODUCTION

The “International Seasonal (Spring) School: “Abkhazia from the Ancient
Times to the Present (Historical-Culturological Aspects)” is the project of the
Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts. It is implemented
in partnership with the Sokhumi State University. The project is financially sup-
ported by the Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation of Georgia.

The aim of the School is to to create the space where application of up-to-
date knowledge and methodology for understanding the autonomous republic of
Abkhazia — an inalienable part of Georgia — its history from the middle ages
to the present is alive and functioning,

In line with modern standards the project envisages enhancing background
for bringing together and conveying the knowledge accumulated in this branch
of study; against the background of overwhelming falsification and politicization
tendencies it moreover acquires central importance to develop a standing mandate
for setting competency and thorough application of up-to-date methodology as
a working mode of the School procedure so that the School participants have
access to information that stems from reliable sources and this way they can
improve their topical knowledge as well as raise their awareness of the subject
matter in general.

Further, as it sets forth the topical questions within the field of historical
and culturological research of subject it defines prospective research criteria for
it and forms partnerships, this way it promotes integration of Georgian scholars
within the international academic research milieu.

The academic program of the School in synthesis with various other activi-
ties (round table and panel discussions, interactive simulation) covers the lecture
course.

For the sake of illustrating history of the region of Abkhazia the School
lecture thematic included most of branches of the discipline of history: political
history (ancient period, middle ages, modern and contemporary periods), church

history, historical geography, history of culture (architectural, fresco and miniature
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arts, analysis of the literary culture) the ethno-linguistic studies and research in
the source study (narrative, documentary, epigraphic).

The material herein was subdivided within the following 5 learning modules:

. Terms “Abkhazian” and “Abkhazia”

. Abkhazia from the Ancient Times to The Middle Ages.

. From the “Kingdom of Abkhazia” to the Occupied Territory

. Ecclesiastical processes in Abkhazia

. Abkhazia: Cultural Heritage

. Abkhazia in the collections of the National Centre of Manuscripts

AN N AW N =

The collection herein represents annotations of each lecture.. Each topic has
its bibliography with sources and monographs.

The leading scholars/ of the National Centre of Manuscripts share their re-
search results as well as methodology to the School participants.

The School is an environment that functions as a platform for bringing
together representatives from different institutions (educational and scientific cen-
ters) of Georgia, including Abkhaz researchers as well as foreign researchers.
Their biographic directory/reference/tehe directory of their biographies is a second
part of this collection.

14
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88sMmnggmmdal dgdmmgdal 3g8waa, 083gMnal bgmabaygmgdsd 3memoadnn&o
B8mbobMgdom §gmMBabo sgxgbadgon bogMHome s3mamm bdaMgdowab s sxgbadgoma,
6939ms o LadNMDoyYsbm gMmM0sb 530babEMoonm gRmgymda — bmbadal
La8bgmm gobymeggamgdada (Bmagnebgdom — bmbndol mz@uan/meda/) Bmadznes,
Am3gemoi Juoeobolb ggbgMam-andg@mbs@mml ©omdzgdmgdems.

B9gM3063s  ,ox3b5bgmn™  dmmodnn®-sdabobGmsionma  360d369mmds
333 dg0dobs Lodomgzgmmb ©sdme30gdmmdal semeagbol (1918 6. 26 3s0bo)
398ga, OmEabsi badsmmggmmb ©gd8myMmagonmoa Mgbdndmonzolb domogmmdsd
36m sgbsbgmo Bgdgmmol bstabs ©s LadPMDagebmlb Bomgmom gMmasb

16



503060b@ Mo 30mm-BghoGmMogm gMognmoe ©d dosbags 8oL v38mbm3dnals
LEsGLo.

LogdoMmggmmb gdmaMsdonmo Mgbdmdmoagal ©sdbmdobs ©s of Lodgmym-
dmdg3ngn®o  Mgygedalb  ©odyemgdol dgdwgy ogbodgma 1921 6. 3solbdo
gmOIsmn@oe  asdmboos  ,,088mm 300989 baddgmms  bmznsmab@y®
MgL3mdmongee, Mm3gmoai 0ds3g Bemob 939839630 9.6, ,bgmdg3anmgdomo
M9L3mdmnzab® bLEsGmbom Jgzos LodoMmggmmb badgmms bmgoomab@n&o
9b3dmngol Jgdoaqgbrmmdada. 1931 Bgemb 4.6, ,bgmdgEmmgdoo™ sg3bsb-
gl LLE aoMenddbs sgbabgmal s3@mbm3on@ Lodgmms bLmnsmabn®
9b3mdmngo bogdoMmgzggmmb LLE-0b gdsggbemmdado.

1991 b. 0939389630 LLE 3o3d0M0b ©sdmol dgdwga sgbsdgma 938mbmadn-
a0 Mgbdndmogzol bLEsGmbom MRgdmEs edmy30Egdgma JoMmormma babgem-
3Boggmb — bLogommggmmb Mgbdndmozob dgdsmagbmmdada. 1992-1993 Bmagdol
Lodbgmm 3mbymod@olb dg8wga, LdoMms@abEmma8s Mg7x0dds sgbadgmn wo-
393000989 Mgbdndmoagew asdmaibaws. 2008 Brob sg30bE™30 Gabgomal
3gegms300b 3og® badsmmggmmb 30dsmo gobbmMzngmgdmmo mos badbyoemm
23Mgbonbs s dabo Lg3s@o@abEmo Mganmbgdal, ,,edme3z00gdgm Labgma-
Bogmgdo™ (36mdob dobgosgem, dbmgmom ®sbsadgamdmmds (mncmm-mEmes
RORS-bobgm3bomgmbs s 330D0nd@oGmMMma Mgyg0dal godmimgdom) «3-
0mmdmE 5m0sMgdl Ladomzgmmb babgmdbogmb an@oboogosl sgbsbgmdy,

boame Logdomnggmmb 3mbb@n@mono sgbadgmo 33mege ncgmgds 53@mbm-
do® Hgb3mdmogow.

Zurab Papaskiri
Sokhumi State University

THE HISTORICAL-GEOGRAPHICAL OVERVIEW
OF ABKHAZIA

Abkhazia (Georgian — sggbsbgmo; Abkhazian — Amcubl/Apsny) — The Autonomous
Republic of Abkhazia by the state arrangement of Georgia, is a historical-geographical
region of Georgia. It is located in the northwestern part of Georgia between the
rivers Psou, the Georgian-Russian state border, and Enguri (administrative border with
Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti) in the south-east. To the west of Abkhazia lies the Black
Sea, to the north it is surrounded by the Caucasus.
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Such a configuration of the territory of Abkhazia was created at the turn of the
17%-18"  centuries. According to the ancient Georgian historical tradition, the north
side of the river Egristskali (contemporary river Ghalidzga, near Ochamchire) was
originally called Abkhazia. Later (from the 5" century up to the first half of the 8"
century) the teritorry of Abkhazia began from the river Kelasuri (near Sokhumi)
and covered the area to Nicopsia (the area of modern Tuapse — Russian Federation).
From about 770-780s, after the Eristavi (governor of a province in Medieval Georgia)
of Abkhazia took over the historical Egrisi, first as the Mtavari (Prince) and then
as the King of Abkhazs, the notion of “Abkhazia” had substantially changed and it
defined the whole western Georgia — up to the Likhi Range.

From the beginning of the 11" century, when the king of Abkhazia Bagrat III
united the whole Georgia, the meaning of the term “Abkhazia” has expanded further.
Since then it has defined the whole Georgia. At the same time, first in the so-called
“Abkhazs™” kingdom (9™-10" cc.) and then in the “Great Abkhazia,” i.e. unified
Georgia (11%-15" centuries), there was an administrative unit Saeristavo (Principality)
of “Abkhazia”. It was located between Anakophia (modern New Athos) and Nikop-
sia. The rest of present-day Abkhazia was divided between the Tskhumi Saeristavo
(Sokhumi and Gulripshi districts, part of Ochamchire region) and Bedia Saeristavo (a
part of Ochamchire region and Gali region), which belonged to the Dadianis (ruling
house first of Samegrelo-Odishi Saeristavo and then of Odishi Principality).

In the 17" century, with the efforts of the Sharvashidzes (the Eristavis of Abkha-
zia and vassals of the Dadianis), Abkhazia gradually formed a separate principality
within the Imereti kingdom. During the same period, the Sharvashidzes, with the help
of neighbouring Jiks, first broke through the fortifications built by Levan II Dadiani
(1611-1657) for the “stopping of the Abkhazs” — the so-called “Kelasuri Wall”, then
occupied the territory owned by the Dadians up to the Egrisi River, and began the
process of populating the territory with the Abkhazs. By the beginning of the 18"
century the Sharvashidzes seized the territory between Egristskali and Enguri too.
From this time the modern borders of Abkhazia have been formed.

During the 18" century, on the territory between the rivers Egristskali and Enguri
a new feudal dominion of Samurzakano was formed. Its rulers were the descendants
of Murzakan Sharvashidze and they mostly recognized the dominance of the Dadiani
Princedom. Tsebelda was also considered to be a separate unit, whose owners the
Marshanias did not recognise the Sharvashidzes as their suzerains. Due to this in the
official documents of the 19" century, the territory of modern Abkhazia was mainly
referred not to Abkhazia in general, but to Abkhazia, Tsebelda, and Samurzakano.

After the abolition of the Abkhazian Principality (1864) and the introduction of
Russian rule, the authorities of the Empire completely removed the term Abkhazia.
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Abkhazia, Tsebelda, and Samurzakano became a joint administrative unit — a subdi-
vision of a military department of Sukhumi (later — Sukhumi District), which was
submitted to the Governor-General of Kutaisi.

After Georgia regained its independence (26 May 1918) the term “Abkhazia”
again gained political-administrative significance, when the Government of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Georgia recognized Abkhazia, including Tsebelda and Samurzakano,
as a united administrative and territorial unit and granted it autonomous status.

After the overthrowing of the Democratic Republic of Georgia and the establish-
ing of the Soviet-Bolshevik regime, in May 1921 Abkhazia was formally proclaimed
as an “independent” Soviet Socialist Republic, which in the December of the same
year entered the Soviet Socialist Republic of Georgia with the status of a “contrac-
tual republic.” In 1931 according to the so-called “treaty” the Abkhazian SSR was
transformed into an Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic of Abkhazia within the
Georgian SSR.

After the collapse of the USSR in December 1991, Abkhazia remained an au-
tonomous republic within the independent Georgian State — the Republic of Georgia.
After the 1992-1993 military conflict and the expulsion of most part if its population,
the separatists declared Abkhazia as an independent republic. In August 2008, in
spite of the Russian Federation’s open aggression and its recognition of the separatist
regions as “independent states,” the world community (except for some dwarf-states)
unconditionally recognizes Georgian jurisdiction over Abkhazia and according to the
Georgian Constitution Abkhazia is still considered as to be an autonomous republic.
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Teimuraz Gavntseladze

Sokhumi State University

LINGUISTIC ASPECTS OF HISTORY OF THE AUTONOMOUS
REPUBLIC OF ABKHAZIA (GEORGIA)

Objective scientific study of the real history of Abkhazia is impossible without
the correct analysis of the linguistic material, which is tightly connected with the
ethnological, cultural and political problems of the distant and close historical past.
Linguistic questions are more pressing as incorrect interpretations of linguistic material
(geographical names, personal names and surnames, social and some terms with differ-
ent semantics...) often lay the foundation to the “scientific myths” about the specific
historical period in this province and about the ethnic identity of the population of its
neighboring regions. In their turn, such false interpretations or based on these forged
facts pseudo theories are often used for the justification of current political goals.

For example, a famous linguist, academician Niko (Nicholas) Marr without proper
methodological analysis registered likeness between some toponyms of west Georgia
with Abkhazian and Circassian words and part of the toponyms of east Georgia with
Chechen-Ingush-Dagestani ones. He was the one, who made a historical-ethnological
conclusion based on those hasty suppositions: as if the ancestors of Abkhazians and
Circassians lived on the territory of West Georgia before Georgians, as well as the
ancestors of Chechens and Ingush and Dagestanis on the territory of East Georgia.
This unfounded supposition without any criticism was recognized by many scientists,
among them: I. Javakhishvili, S. Janashia, Arn. Chikobava, T. Gamkrelidze, etc... as
for Abkhazian authors, scientists and politicians, based on the above mentioned hy-
potheses, they built the ideology of Abkhazian Separatism: they claim that Georgians
had never lived not only on the territory of present Abkhazia, but on the territory of
West Georgia up to Likhi (Surami) mountain range too. This supposition has many
faults and to demonstrate the latter, we resort to one of the specific examples, which
vividly display unscientific character of Niko Marr’s pseudo theory:

In 1912 N. Marr writes about the widely spread family name among Abkhazians
(Apsua) Gubaz; he writes that this surname consists of the following elements: gu,
ba and z, from which this gu is the root of Abkhazian word for a heart — a-gu;
according to him —ba is the ending of Abkhazian surnames (compare Abkhazian
surnames: Ajhi-ba, Aj-ba, Adzin-ba...), as for the particle z according to N. Marr
it must have been the phonetic version of the ending of Georgian surnames dze

2

meaning “son”. In author’s opinion initially existed an Abkhazian surname *Guba,
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whose representatives in the course of time became Georgianized and the surname
received the Georgian ending for surnames dze, from which only this consonant z
was preserved. They say that this way Georgianized surname *Gubadze was received
from “Abkhazian” surname *Guba, which later turned into a masculine boy’s name;
comp. in V-VI centuries, the name of two kings of Lazika was Gubaz. N. Marr as-
serted that the name of the river in Guria Gubazouli was derived from anthroponym
Gubaz and forthwith stated that the given example proved that initially Abkhazians
lived on the territory of the present day West Georgia and that Georgians settled
there later'. If we consider this statement variable then we should also accept that
Abkhazian surnames should have had —ba endings much earlier than V century and at
the beginning of that century reconstructed and phonetically transformed form of this

word Gubaz should have already existed, which can not withstand any criticism as:

1. No written sources confirm the existence of surnames in the Caucasus
of that period;

2. Even today there are no surnames with the ending —ba in the spread in the
Northern Caucasus Abaza dialects (exceptions are 14 surnames, which also have
the ending —aa, denoting the plural number and these versions are more organic.
As for the ending —ba, these surnames received this ending in the 20-30" of
XX century when the representatives of these surnames were forcefully resettled
to Abkhazia). Even more, in the official lists of forcefully migrated Abkhazians
to Turkey by Russia in 1867, there are not any surnames with ending —ba and
neither of them coincide with the present day models. This means that majority
of Abkhazian surnames did not have the ending -ba at that time yet.

3. The word Gubaz-i is widely used in Mingrelian speech and means
“easy-going, free”. Thus the word would more easily become a masculine boy
name, rather then the word that denotes a heart?.

It means that N. Marr arbitrarily divided the word at its “component parts” and
ascribed it to the Abkhazian Language; he ignored the factual history and without
any ‘“hesitation” formed a “theory” about the settlement of the Abkhaz in Guria
prior to Georgians.

Publications of Abkhazian authors on the origin of Abkhazian toponyms and et-
ymology are based on N. Marr’s this pseudo theory. For example, Valeriy Kvarchia,
Abkhazian linguist (Historian by education), the speaker of so called “parliament” of

1

H.51. Mapp. O s3bike u uctopuu adbxaszos. Jlenunrpan, 1936, pp. 57-58.

2

See in details: o. a306(39modg. ogbadgmab gobogmGo obEmE0ab  m@abagzob@ o
bogggydgmada. md., 2008, a3. 5-21; 0. g396(39madg. sx3bodyMa gbs. 3., 2011.
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Abkhazia is the author of books' on Abkhazian toponymy, which have some general
faults, namely:

o All basic conclusions of the author are based on the groundless opinion of
N. Marr, that initially Georgians never lived in Abkhazia and that Colchis were
Abkhazians too;

e The author creates “archetype” forms himself, or uses popular etymology
of some specific toponyms as an indisputable argument;

e The author does not oblige himself to study registered toponyms and their
origin given in the centuries old Georgian historical sources. Ignoring of Georgian
sources in the bibliography of V. Kvarchia’ works is a common practice.

e V. Kvarchia is rather prejudicial when resorting to Greek-Latin, Arabic,
Syrian, Persian, Armenian, Ottoman and west European sources; he uses them
when sees some beneficial information for separatism, but never mentions Geor-
gian toponyms of rather transparent etymology. However, his favorite sources are
19 century Russian annals, majority of which either are biased or inaccurate.

e This attitude towards historic sources are compensated by the abundance
of folk material, while the level of variability of the latter is impossible to prove
(the used principle is: “That is what our old people would say”);

In those rare cases when the author gives the data found in other sources but
Russian (among them Georgian), he does his utmost to ascribe Abkhazian origin to
clearly Georgian toponyms.

For example, V Kvarchia names Achamchora // Ochamchira // Ochamchora as
versions of Ochemchire (town). On the Russian map published in 1813 the registered
name of the river was Ochamchira, on the Russian map of 1847 the registered name
of the same river was Achemchira; the author mentions that on the map published
in 1849 the place is registered as Ochamchira. Forthwith he states: “We support the
statement of our 90 year old informer Iwana Delba that Achamchora derives from
Abkhazian Ajampchpchora, which means “a place for clay production”. Indeed, in the
past Ochamchira was the basic supplier of population of Abkhazia with clay prod-
ucts™. Thus, unequivocally, based on the statement of unprofessional old man and
sharing the popular etymology, was decided the Abkhazian origin of the etymology
by the scientist, who without any comments gave the clearly objective supposition of

See: B.E Kapuusi. OiikoHrMbl AOXa3un B MUCbMEHHBIX HcTouHNKax. Cyx., 1985; B.E. Koapyua.
Ancusl arononnmuka. Akea, 2002; B.E Ksapums. Mcropuueckast U COBpeMEHHAs! TOIIOHHMHES
Abxazmn (Ucropuko-sTumonorundeckoe ucciegosanue). Cyx., 2006; B.E Ksapuns. O rpannmax

HMCTOPUUECKOI 1 coBpeMeHHoi#t Abxazuu. Cyx., 2011.

B.E KBapums. cropuueckas u coBpeMeHHast TormoHuMust A6xa3uu (M cTopHKo-3THMOIOrHaeckoe

uccnenosanue). Cyx., 2006, p. 113.
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prof. Giorgi Rogava, who states that the toponym originates from Mingrelian Oche
“field, cornfield” + Mchire “wide”. This form Ochemchire is often mentioned in 19
century Russian and Georgian sources, as for Achamchoera, declared as the Abkhazian
form is not registered in any language; declared as archetype Ajampchora means not
“a place for clay production”, but “the place for smashing bowls” (Sic! -T. G.).

Such practice gives desirable results to the author: uninformed reader would
have an impression that existing Georgian toponyms originated on the Abkhazian
land much later then Abkhazian ones. This way is instilled the opinion about the
“Georgian occupation”.

V. Kvarchia displays his tendentiousness even in those cases, when he discusses
such a topic as Georgianizing of a part of Abkhazian toponyms in the 30-40" of XX
century. The author underlines that: “majority of Abkhazian villages were renamed
from 1937 up to 1953. For example, in Gagra region 43 out of 57 settlements, in
Gulripsh region 54 out of 93 villages, in Sokhumi region 35 out of 61 villages
received new Georgian names. In the soviet Georgia during 1921-1966 about 500
settlements were renamed and 318 out of them were in small Abkhazia. No histori-
cal name was restored in that period”'. But here V. Kvarchia does not reveal some
important details to the reader, namely:

1. much earlier, in 1867 and 1878-1880 2/3 of Abkhazian villages were liter-
ary emptied by the Russian Empire authorities and Russians, Ukrainians, Armenians,
Greeks, Estonians and Germans were settled on their lands. In that period historical
Abkhazian and Georgian names were totally changed primarily by Russian names.
V. Kvarchia writes about it on the previous page but he presents the number of
toponyms in the way that it makes the reader think that Georgians had substituted
all Abkhazian toponyms by Georgian ones.

2. The author’s statement that out of 500 changed toponyms 318 were registered
in Abkhazia makes big impression on the reader. And here again, full information
is concealed from readers namely, Russian Empire made totally the whole Muslim
population of Georgia to leave for Turkey not only from Abkhazia but from different
parts of Georgia as well (for example from Ajara and Samtskhe-Javakheti), but mas-
sive change of toponyms did not take place there. And that is why, more toponyms
underwent change in Abkhazia and communists mainly abolished the Russian names,
which were connected with Royal family members, Russian Generals, influential offi-
cials and landowners or were associated with Christianity: Alekseevka, Mikhailovka,

Vorontsovka, Pilenkovo, Arkhiereiskoe, Kholodnaia Rechka...

' B.E Ksapuns. Vicropuueckasi 1 coBpeMeHHast TOnoHnMust A6xasznn (VICTOPHKO-3THMOIOTHIECKOE

uccnenosanue). Cyx., 2006, p. 13.
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3. The most important is the fact that V. Kvarchia exaggerates when states that
no historical toponym has been restored. Factually in 30-50" of the previous century,
the names of Russian and other language origins were changed by Abkhazian names:
Russian Asterovka > Abkazian amzara, Russian Baklanovka > Abkazian Aatsi, were
united villages with Russian names Tsentralnoe Komsomolskoe + Krasnoe and was
renamed into Abkhazian Psirtskha, German Gnadenberg > Abkhazian Dzigvta, Turk-
ish Kavakluk > Abkhazian Achandara etc... It is obvious that communist authorities
avoided changing Abkhazian toponyms'.

We should also be noted that nobody has any right to make the local population
forcefully leave their villages, homes and change the names of villages and towns on
a massive scale, as it was done firstly by Russian Empire in XIX century and later
by Abkhaz separatists, with the military assistance of the same Russians in the last
decade of XX century. Likewise, the man who has been preparing the “false scien-
tific” and ideological ground for massive change of Georgian toponyms by Abkhazian
ones since 1994 up today, has no right write tendentiously about the crimes of others.

In short about other linguistic processes: ideologists of Abkhazian separatism pay
special attention to the spread of the following information throughout the world:
as if 1938-53 years was the period of “Georgianizing of Abkhaz population”, that
teaching of the Abkhazian language was prohibited at schools and no books or press
was published in this language, etc. This statement is widely spread among pupils
today with the help of “History of Abkhazia” for Russian language schools, written
by Stanislav Lakoba and Oleg Bgajhba’. Resorting to some facts from Abkhazian
history of 1938-53 is enough for denial of these accusations:

1. Factually genuin Abkhazian school has never existed and do not exist even
now. Those institutions, which were or are still called “Abkhazian Schools” in re-
ality are and were Russian schools where Abkhazian language and literature are or
were taught. From the second part of XIX century till 1947 and from 1954 up to
now, all subjects in humanities, sociology sciences and technical subjects except the
mother language and literature were taught and are still taught solely in the Russian
Language. During 1947-1953 this school still was called Abkhazian School, though
at the instruction of Moscow, the Russian language was substituted by the Georgian
language. No incidents of Georgianizing of Abkhazian pupils were registered during
those 7 years.

1

See details: o. a356(39madg. Gm3mbBadms BobmdMagn (33 sxbsdgmda 1864 Bemals
d98gm3. —,,0dgM0m- 393 35LomMa gbomBg(3bngMgds, &. XXXIV. »d., 2000, 3. 44-51.
C.3. JIakob6a, O.X. braxo6a. HUcropus A6xa3uun: C IpeBHEHIINX BPEMEH JI0 HAIIMX JHEH. YUeOHUK
st 10—11 kmaccoB 0611e00pa3oBaTENbHBIX YICOHBIX 3aBEACHHUN. 2-€ U31I., JOTIOTHCHHOE U TIepe-
paboranHoe. Cyx., 2015, pp. 373-374.
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2. Despite the war, over the period of analysis, founded in 1919 Abkhazian
newspaper “Apsni Kapsh” (1919-1920 it was called “Apsni”) was still published;
still functioned Abkhazian department of Abkhazian Radio, were published about
300 books and brochures on politics, economy, agriculture which were written in or
translated into Abkhazian; were issued school textbooks and school programs in dif-
ferent subjects, the works of recognized and young Abkhazian writers; in that period
functioned Abkhazian theatrical company. All these verify that Abkhazian language
did not undergo any persecution and was as actively used as any other language of
different autonomous republics of the Soviet Union.

Thus the considered material proves that anti-Georgian accusations concerning
the Abkhazian language made by the separatists are deprived any factual ground.
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Saint Andrew The First-Called Georgian University

ONOMASTICS OF ABKHAZIA

Onomastic research is of special importance, as each name — names of people,
names of geographical objects, other — contain invaluable information for the study
of this or that country, people’s past life, customs, religious beliefs, cultural, social
or political situation. Names, based on their semantics, often directly indicate their
origin, the nationality of their creators, whether they are of local origin or migrat-
ed, etc. That’s why a complete analysis of the onomastic material is necessary in
order to determine the basis of the origin of each of them established on the exact
etymology of the name.

It is known that today in the territory of occupied Abkhazia, toponyms are
being changed en masse, as a result of which Georgian traces are being destroyed
and history is being falsified. But on written sources and cartographic information,
we can specify what was the onomastic situation here and where the real borders
were. Therefore, this is a critical research issue.

The units of analysis, presented in this paper, are mainly taken from two doc-
uments of ecclesiastical and legal nature drawn up in the Middle Ages — “ladgari
of Bitchvinta” (1525-1550) and “Solution Tax Book of Apkhazeti Church” (1621).
In these information about today’s Abkhazia is relatively extensive.

Most of the research material chronologically covers the 16th-18th centuries, and
the geographical area refers to the current Samegrelo as a whole, starting from the
right bank of the Tskhenistskali River to the Enguri River and from Svaneti to Guria.
As for present-day Abkhazia, the geographical boundaries of the research material
distribution start from the Enguri River and continue to one part of the right bank
of the Kodori River, to the midth of the territory of the current Gulripsha district,
beyond which only Bitchvinta and its 3 nearby villages are named.

The documents do not mention any other large or small geographical locations
of the Kodor-Psou river basin, except for Tskumi, and the names and surnames of
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the people living in them. This can be explained as follows: as stated by historians,
the current Samegrelo and Abkhazia from early on were inseparable parts of one and
the same Georgian ethno-linguistic continuum. Since the 16" century the intensive
expansion of the ancestors of the modern Abkhazians from across the Caucasus to
the lands of present-day Abkhazia began, as evidenced by the Georgian and foreign
sources available from ancient times to the present day. It is also known that the
ancestors of the Abkhazians began to settle on the left side of Kodori, that is, on
the land of the present Ochamchiri district, only at the edge of the 17"-18" centuries.
As the newly arrived settlers were mostly pagan and/or Muslim, obviously, they had
no legal-social obligations to the Georgian Church of Abkhazia, which leads to the
fact that the historical church documents analyzed by us do not mention names,
surnames and geographical nomenclature of Abkhazian origin. Instead, from the Ko-
dori river to the Imereti border, dozens of onomastic units are confirmed, which are
built according to the morphological models characteristic of the Georgian triliteral
language and Mengrel speech. Based on mentioned above and on our analysis of
the existing material, we can confidently state that the part of Abkhazia of that
time, from the river Enguri to the part of the right bank of Kodori river consisted
indeed of the Georgian (Mengrel) population, which is indicated by the onomastic
material revealed in the analysed documents.

The structural-semantic analysis clearly shows the Georgian origin of the studied
material. Names of Abkhazian origin are not confirmed in any case. On the contrary,
in many cases, it becomes obvious that the names, surnames, and toponyms, common
among Abkhazians, were formed on the basis of the names, surnames, or toponyms
of Georgian origin, changed by means of the Abkhazian morphological inventory,
or changed based on the phonotactic rules of this language. Thus, the research of
Georgian historical and legal documents has shown that before the 16" century, there
are no traces of non-Georgian population in the territory of present-day Abkhazia,
neither in personal names, nor in surnames, nor in toponyms. This area is a direct

continuation of the onomastic space of Samegrelo.
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George Anchabadze
llia State University

GEORGIAN-ABKHAZIAN RELATIONS FROM ANCIENT
TIMES TO THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY

Ancestors of the Georgian and Abkhaz peoples since ancient times lived in the
Eastern Black Sea region. According to scientists, they were the creators of the
prehistoric archaeological cultures that existed here, including the highly developed
Colchis bronze culture. The oldest states in the Colchis historical and cultural region
arose around the 6th century. BC. In the first millennium AD the kingdoms of Lazica
(3rd-7th centuries) and Abkhazia (8th-10th centuries) covered this region.

The Abkhazian kingdom played an important and positive role in the creation
of a single Georgian state of the 11-15 centuries, as indicated by the fact that at
least foreign historical (Greek, Persian, Arab, Armenian, Russian) written sources the
terms “Georgia” and “Abkhazia”, “Georgians” and “Abkhazians” act as synonyms,
designating the Georgian kingdom and its entire population. At the same time, the
terms “Abkhazia” and “Abkhazians” retained their original meaning, in the meaning
of Abkhazia and ethnic Abkhazians.

During the period under review, the cultural life of Abkhazia acquires an increas-

ingly typical feudal character, characteristic of all of Georgia at that time. This is
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explained by the fact that Abkhazia was economically and politically connected with
the leading central regions of Georgia more than ever before. Greek, which used to
be the main written language in Abkhazia, is being replaced by written language in
Georgian. The oldest dated Georgian inscription on the territory of Abkhazia, made in
1066. Abkhazians were actively included in the political life of Georgia. The Abkhaz
army participated in all the main wars of the Georgian kingdom. In addition, selected
Abkhaz detachments, as you can see, were always present during the imperial court
during ceremonies of national importance.

In the 16th century Abkhazia is forming a separate principality. This period coin-
cides with the dominance of the Ottoman Turks in the Black Sea Basin. Abkhazians
often rebelled against the Turks, often acting together with the Georgians. In addition,
the Abkhaz nobility actively participated in the internecine wars of Western Georgia.
During these wars, the Abkhaz princes expanded their possessions to the Inguri River.

In 1810, the Principality of Abkhazia became a protectorate of the Russian Em-
pire, although the real influence of the Russian administration in Abkhazia was mini-
mal until 1864, when the principality was abolished, and direct Russian administration
was introduced in Abkhazia. The final consolidation of Russian power took place
by the end of the 1870s, after the suppression of two major uprisings (in 1866 and
1877) and the expulsion of more than half of the local population from Abkhazia.
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Shalva Gloveli
Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts

HISTORY OF THE “KINGDOM OF ABKHAZIA”

On the edge of the 8%-9" centuries the process of formation of new king-
doms-principalities is underway in the territory of Georgia. One of the most important
was the “Kingdom of Abkhazia”. This state in the historical sources is referred to as
“Abkhaz” or “Egrisi” kingdom, because the founder of the royal dynasty — Leon II,
was an “Eristavi” (duke)' of Abkhazia, and the territory of the state itself included
the land of historical Egrisi. Therefore, some researchers call this kingdom the “King-
dom of Egris-Abkhazia”, while others refer to it as the kingdom of “Abkhazia” or
“Likhsiketi”. It is important that the name of this kingdom meant Western Georgia.

' Georgian “gMobomaga” (eristavi) literally means “the head of people”.

2 “Likhsiketi” means — located beyond mountain range of Likhi.
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The factors determining the formation of this kingdom are noteworthy. Back in
the 6th century, long wars between Persia (Iran) and Byzantium were taking place
on the territory of Egrisi. The kingdom of Egrisi, which became the battleground of
the two biggest empires of the time, naturally enfeebled. Arab attacks of the later
times had a tragic effect on the situation in Egrisi. During the Arab invasions Ab-
khazia was separated from Egrisi and it was directly subordinated to the Byzantine
Empire. From that time on Abkhaz nobles become vassals of the Byzantine emperor.
In the 7th-8th centuries, alongside with weakening of the Egrisi, the principality of
Abkhazia gradually strengthened. Abkhazia itself — known as Abazgia in the Greek
sources — includes the tribes of Abazgs, Apshils, Sanigs, Misimians... In the period in
question, it is this combination of tribes that Georgian sources call the Abkhazians,
respectively — they call the chief of Abazgia the duke of the Abkhazians.

In the first half of the 6™ century, after Iran abolished the king’s authority in
Kartli, the local nobility gradually became stronger. In the same 6" century they
succeeded to put the “Erismtavari”' (duke of dukes) at the head of the principality.
In the Georgian historical writings of the 6%-9" centuries the term “Chief of People”
(960bdmogotn) refers to the head of the feudal state of Kartli. Here the question
arises, who was traditionally the head of the nobility in the Kartli kingdom? It was
the king. Therefore, in Kartli, in parallel with the rule of the Iranian Marzapan, the
Head of the “Eristavis” is elected — the same king, who was called the “Erism-
tavari”. Therefore, it can be said that with the establishment of the “Erismtavari”
institution and the election of the first “Erismtavari”, a king was actually elected in
the Kingdom of Kartli.

Although in general the interests of Persia and Byzantium contradicted each other
in Georgia, in the main issue — whether there should be a Georgian state in this
territory with the authority of the king at the head — their interests coincided. None
of them wanted a Georgian king and an independent Georgian state. Considering
all this, the election of the “Erismtavari” of Kartli is a very important fact, which
indicates the great efforts of Georgians in their struggle for statehood. However, it
should be noted that the authority of the “Erismtavari” still differed from the un-
limited authority of the earlier king of Kartli. The establishment of the Abkhazian
kingdom is a successful example of the joint struggle of the Abkhazian and Kartli
“Eristavs” for Georgian statehood.

Georgian ,,9M0bdomsgomo™ (erismtavari) literally means “the chief of people”, among two ranks
»gMobosga® (head of people) and ,,gM0bdmsgoma™ (chief of people) the later is higher, as it
means “the chief of the heads of people”, “duke of dukes”. From this point in the translation will be

used English transcriptions of the Georgian terms.
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In the 2" half of the 8" century, when the Arabs established an Emir in
Thilisi and significantly narrowed the power of the nobles of Kartli, new Georgian
principalities were created in the peripheries, where the influence of the Arabs was
less. Among them was the Kingdom of Abkhazia; Egrisi-Abkhazia was probably
united by agreement with the “Eristavis” (Archil and Mir) who moved to Western
Georgia. “Eristavi” Archil married his deceased brother Mir’s daughter Gurandukht
to Leon I, the “Eristavi” of Abkhazia. In fact, Leon became a vassal of the “Erism-
tavari” of Kartli and received Egrisi through such a dynastic marriage. Archil gave
him the crown sent to Mir from the Byzantine emperor, which actually meant the
unification of Egrisi and Abkhazia.

At this stage, the Byzantine Empire did not oppose to the unification of Egrisi
and Abkhazia. On the contrary, it seems the Empire supported this process due to the
following reasons: firstly, the strengthened Abkhaz principality was an important force
against the Arabs, and secondly, Byzantium perceived Egrisi-Abkhazia unification as
an expansion of its sphere of influence. Despite this, later Leon I’s nephew, Leon
II, took advantage of the weakening of the Byzantine Empire, with the help of the
Khazars, he surrendered to the empire, united all of Western Georgia up to the Likh
ridge and received the title of “King of Abkhazia” (Leon II was called “King of
Abkhazia” because the dynasty was from Abkhazia). It is true that it is not known
exactly which dynasty the Abkhazian kings were, but it can be said unequivocally
that their state policy is entirely Georgian.

Kutaisi, the most important center of ancient Georgian statehood and culture, be-
came the capital of the Abkhaz Kingdom. The state language of the Abkhaz Kingdom
was Georgian. The Abkhazian kings struggled for the independence of the Church
of Western Georgia from the Byzantine Empire, and here too the Greek language
was gradually replaced by Georgian. After losing its political influence on Western
Georgia, the Byzantine Empire found its foothold in the Greek bishoprics of West-
ern Georgia. That’s why the Abkhazian kings were actively canceling the Byzantine
cathedrals and Georgian episcopal ones were created instead. In these new episcopal
churches, services were already performed in the Georgian language. In the 9" century
the Church of Western Georgia was finally subordinated to the seat of Mtskheta.

Georgian feudal culture reached a high level of development in the Kingdom of
Abkhazia. This is confirmed by the unique monuments of Georgian architecture of
that time. New Georgian episcopal cathedrals became centers of Georgian culture;
Ioane Minchkhi and Stephane Sananoisdze-Tchkondideli worked in the Kingdom of
Abkhazia, exceptional monuments of Georgian hagiography and hymnography were
created here; “Divan of the Abkhazian kings” (The Chronicles of Abkhazian Kings)
was written on the court of the Abkhazian kings. There are many epigraphic Georgian
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inscriptions of that time. The Church of Western Georgia gained significant influence
in the region. In the 10" century King George II of Abkhazia actively participated
in the process of spreading Christianity in the North Caucasus.

The state, religious-cultural policy of the Abkhaz Kingdom, its state system,
foreign and domestic policy of the Abkhazian kings is of vital importance. In spite
of many attempts of Byzantium to make a disturbance within the kingdom, confron-
tation between claimants of the throne, confrontation of other Georgian kingdoms
and principalities with the Abkhazian kingdom, the Abkhazian kingdom still did not
give up its positions. The political group working here at that time also played an
active role in the formation of a unified Georgian state. Since the beginning of the
9" century, the Kingdom of Abkhazia has been an active participant in the ongoing
struggle between Georgian kingdom-principalities, the goal of which was to unify
Georgian countries into one national state. The foundation was laid for the creation
of a unified Georgian feudal state, and its first king was Bagrat Bagrationi, the legal
heir of the Abkhazian kingdom. In the titulary of the kings of the united Georgia,
the title of “King of Abkhazia” is on the first place, because Bagrat Bagration, the
first king of united Georgia, received the title of “King of Abkhazia” first.

During the period of the Abkhazian kingdom, the meaning of the terms “Ab-
khaz” and “Abkhazia” expanded. Now the term “Abkhaz” meant Western Georgian,
and “Abkhazia” meant the whole Western Georgia. Abkhazian kingdom was a West-
ern-Georgian state. After the unification of the Georgian principalities, due to the
primacy of the title of “King of Abkhazia” in the titulary of kings, the kings of

united Georgia were often called “Kings of Abkhazia”, and united Georgia — “King-
dom of Abkhazia”.

30320M3A3BNd / BIBLIOGRAPHY

byommygdo:

Ssboma bmggbgmo. [bm@azngdol. Ba.: ggmgogs. IV, bs33. IL dgmdbyemo
&9db@o Joorgmoa meMadsboorgto asdmbzs o gobdoMm@gdgdo oo™ bodmb
gogbhodgomads. md. 1952;

3369930 338mbodgzamma. smbgMs Ladggmbes Logsmggmmbs. Ba.: JoGomal
sbmgmgds. IV. §gdb@o mswggboma yzgms doGomsn bgmbsbgmal 8abgogom b.
gogbRodgomal 3ogM. md. 1973.

993003 @sysadgama. ol dgoiogme 9.6. sx3bsdgmal obGmGos dogmad 3g-
gobs, Gmdmomsi baMagdmos 0gfmgbsomadal 3oGMosmbl Embomgmbl  msgol
09Gbomodal 3s@Fosmboms abGmGasda. 36. ,dzgmo bogdoGmggmm™. badoGmgg-
b baob@mGom s Lsgmbmamogom bsdmgsmgdol 3@gdamo. I Ge. 1913.

48



0m36g bLsdsbabdy. 6539302 Bdoabs ©d Bg@omobs 3mbadabs JHab@BLabS
353mabo, GmIgmo 0Bs8s JoBmmb dobs, domogbs Ggomabl, Sgmoms Lot z0bmb-
®d2md, g5dmmgdgma omzgsby dabs Lsdsbabo dMdebgdoms J@mab@BL Jogm Ladmgem
Jotommabs 3omamagmbabsems. Ba.: s@M0bogma ggmEsmato Jos@ogmo modg®-
5@ MR- §- 3a3aeady. G- 1935.

3580567 JoBomabs. Ba.: Jodmmal (3bmgegds. I §gdb@o owagboma yzgme
doGomao bgmbsbgmal 8abgogom b. yombhadgomal 8ag@. md. 1955,

3omg@a bammgsgs. badgamgmm-sg3bsdgmal Joformmo gdngmogags. md. 2004.

Ldds® dg0mal dg. (sbmEgdoe s ¢Bygdoe dogGoBmbasbms, Rmgb Joto-
39mms 3gggosbs, oy Loso dmabogbgl 53sb Jmggebsbs 0gabo, obgy GmImooc
99800356 3yFogb Fom Bggmds JoMommoabs, HmIgma s@bgms byddso® dgdsb wo-
300000356, BgdbBo go8mbozgdse Imadbows, godmgyzmggs, 3960dgb6gda s Ladag-
dmgdo @ogMmm gmbgmo sMobodnsd. md. 1990.

Darrouzés J. Listes Episcopales du Concile de Nicée (787). ,Revue des Etudes
Byzantines*”. 33. Paris. 1975.

0BgFdGYFs:

dmms ds3Madg. sgbodoms badgymb Bsm8mdmdal @Mmabs s 30GHMdgdal dgb-
obgd. by IOmBgda. 4 (143). »d. 1972.

3ogmg abgmMmygs. gommaa 3gMBamy. JoMmggmo 3bg@ama dgomy bamgnbo-
bo. bomggggo dggmo bagoMmggmml ma@gme@eal, 3am@ueob ©s bLobgmdba-
BmgdMoga (3bm3Mgdol obGmMMo0Esb. md. 1954.

306008 mm@magagsbady. ggmesmaa LsjsMmggmmb dmmodognco gs9@-
®05b698s (IX-X LL.). »d. 1963.

sgom Igbbgmadgzama. LogdoGmggmmb ab@mGaonma ggma®gogeol dofacs-
©o bogoombgdo. II. md. 1980.

ByEed 3s3sbgama. Loxbsdms” Ladgmmb Logsmgm dmmo@onznmn mEngbE)-
5300b @adYLEB oL Lsgombobomzgal. Jotommo ©odrm8s@ns. Bgmobognmoa. od.
1999.

Amnuabanze 3.B. 13 ncropun cpenueBexoBoit A6xasuu (VI-XVII BB.). Cyxymu. 1959.

Jxanamma C. O BpeMEHH U yCIOBHAX BO3HUKHOBEHHS AOXa3CKOTO mapcTBa. Srome-
bi. II. Tb. 1952.

Jlopnxunanugze M. JI. AGxa3ckoe maperBo. B ku.: Ouepku ucropuu AOXa3cKoit
Accp. 1961.

Venenckuit @. Ucropus Busanruiickodl umnepuu. II. Jlenunrpan. 1927.

Major sources:

1. Basil of Sofena, Notitae. Ed.: Georgika. IV, part II. The Greek text translated into
Georgian, and added explanations by Simon Kaukhchishvili. Tb. 1952;

2. Vakhushti Batonishvili. Description of the Kingdom of Georgia. Ed.: Life of Kartli.
IV. The text is established according to all the main manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili.
Tb. 1973.

49



3. Ekvtime Takaishvili. What did include the so-called “The history of Abkhazia” of
King Bagrat, Which Was Used by Dositheus, Patriarch of Jerusalem, in His “History of
the Patriarchs of Jerusalem”. “Old Georgia”. Collection of the Historical and Ethnographic
Society of Georgia. II. Tf. 1913.

4. loane Sabanisdze, Martyrdom of the Holy and Blessed Martyr Abo, Who Was
Tortured in Kartli, in the City of Tbilisi, By the Hands of the Saracens, Told by loane
son of Sabani by the Order of Samoe, Catholicos of Kartli. Ed.: Early Feudal Georgian
Literature. Ed. K. Kekelidze. Tf. 1935.

5. History of Kartli. Ed.: Life of Kartli. I. The text established by all major man-
uscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili. Tb. 1955.

6. Valery Silogava. Georgian Epigraphy of Samegrelo-Abkhazia. Tb. 2004.

7. The Life and Tale of the Bagrationis, Kings of the Kartvels, from where they
came to this land, and, from the time they possessed royal authority in Kartli, whose tale
is described by Sumbat, Son of David. The text was prepared for publication, research,
notes and searches were added by Gonel Arakhamia. Tb. 1990.

8. Darrouzés J. Listes Episcopales du Concile de Nicee (787). “Revue des Etudes
Byzantines”. 33. Paris. 1975.

Scientific literature:

1. Shota Badridze. About the Time and Conditions of the Origin of the Kingdom
of Abkhazia. Works of the Tbilisi State University. 4 (143). Tb. 1972.

2. Pavle Ingoroqva. Giorgi Merchule. Georgian Writer of the 10® Century. Essay on
the History of Ancient Georgian Literature, Culture and State Life. Tb. 1954.

3. Mariam Lortkipanidze. Political Union of Feudal Georgia (9"-10" centuries). Tb.
1963.

4. Davit Muskhelishvili. The Main Issues of the Historical Geography of Georgia.
II. Tb. 1980.

5. Zurab Papaskiri. For Clarification of the Foreign Political Orientation of the “Ab-
khazian” Kingdom. Georgian diplomacy. Yearbook. Tb. 1999.

6. Anchabadze 3. B., On the History of Medieval Abkhazia (6™-17" cc.). Sukhumi.
1959.

7. Janashia C. About the Time and Conditions of the Emergence of the Abkhaz
Kingdom. Works. II. Tb. 1952.

8. Lordkipanidze M. D. Kingdom of Abkhazia, in: Essays on the History of Auton-
omous Soviet Republic Abkhazia. 1961.

9. Uspenski, F., History of the Byzantine Empire. II. Leningrad. 1927.

50



39956 bmMsgs
bembndols bobgendbogm @boggmbodgdo

0BbIBO1D LIIMNOLON3M RO dOBLIBOIY LO3MI3AM

LogoMomggmmb Ladggmb (XI-XV bLb.) 393s0g96mmdada sgbadgmn bagoa-
Loogmb Loboor dgomes, RGm dYbGewm, bysimgddn ablgbogds sgbsbms
LogBaboogm. Lojommggmmb  dogodbmgabdnmgmdo dgdwgan LagMabmagmgdo
0Mbgdmdes: sgbsdmes bLogMaboogm, MmIgma dmaeges GgMo@mmasl dw.
BogmgLonwsb sbs3megnol dwnbamgdog s dog0 dmgawsb jo330Lombal Jgoed-
©9; (3698ab LogFobmagm _ vbsgmanol 3aboMnwsb 8r. JmomEMedwyg; moadal
Logfabomogm _ 8. 3momEnEsb 8. Mombsdmg ©s dogo drmgowsb . (3b-
060LBymadg s 3o33oLombal dmaged Jgwedwmyg.

LogFaboogmgdl Logemmggmmb g0l ©ob0dbymn dmbgmggda, gMobomsegg-
b0 g0obog936g6. nbbn, Rzgmmgdmng, 0ds3g LogMobomegmlb ghmawsngngg Log-
396 9MmmEsb 060365m©bgb. sxbsbms gMabmaggdo BoMzadadggdal bagge-
MgmmEeb 0y3bgb.

XIV bognbolb ©obobyobda meadalb gfabomegds 3bxy8al LogFaboegm 3go-
9@, 03 EMOMOESL sxbsdms LagMabmagmb badbMmgm-smBmbagmgmom, sbes-
3Mx00b 8nbsmgdy mEadal LagMobmegm gondgdmdmes.

XV bLomgmbob 3gmmg Bobgzemdo LojoMmmggmmb bsdggm ©ondses. o3
©MHM0EsL, sgbsdms LogMabmegm 08gMmgmal Lodggmb Jgdowagbemmdadn dg-
omEs. 3ob LedbMHgM-om8mbagmaman 33msz30begdyMom mEndal LogMHabmagm
9LODM3MgdMEs. sgbadms LogMabmagmb  badmgeta RMmomm-sbsgmgman
asafab 306Mmgddy asomes, Lowsi xodgmo gbedmgMgdbmms. Kodgomon, Hm-
dgmo sMyg sgbodms bagMabmegmb dgdsanbrmmdsedn dgmomms, 339 ao-
3mbymo ngm sgbsdms gMabmagabs ®s, dgbedsdobsw, 0dgMmgmal 3ggol dmm-
Romgdoob. sbgmn d3mmo@ognco (33momagdgdol 30dgbo ©obogmgo 3o335L00b
3ol BmIgdal Rodmbobemgds aobs. XV bLomgnbol gmEg Bobgge@do gL
36m3gbo sg3bodgmdo FmAL aym Bobyyema, Gabo odzo6s 3mBImdss o3 dbatigdn
J60bEoobmdal s(393s ©s BoMmBammmdal sem@mdabgds.

gLy obsgmgm  3oggoboob dmngmos, xodgdobs s ogbmgdal, Rs-
3mbobmgdad sgbodgmdn 068 gbbogma bobosmo Bnogmm, 53 Ibatalb 33300M3s
3mbobmgmdad 396 dgdmm dabo Lomobsm LmznsmMM-Mgmogona smzobgds.

51



Ra8mbobemgdmm Bmogmms sgommdog dmbabmgmdabmeb dg@mbydal dgmgas
09b608900m39 sx53bsdNGa (s3bws) gobmbo Badmysmodwms.

XVI baa 360l 3o bsbgddn mmodab bagMabomoegm godmgym adg@gomab Lodg-
gmb s bLodmogmme Rsdmysmads. sxbsdoms LogMobmogm meadal dmsgmals
3oboma@® ©odm 30 dnmgdsdn 0dymaygdbmms. XVII bavyznbol @obabyabdo sgb-
099835 abamagdmglb mEadob Lodmagmmb Goxyma bagsMgm-3mmog oo dwo-
amdofgmdoom, 350030bRmEbIL 3oLomNFa ©IBM3ZaEYdNmgdabogsh o ogb-
sPme Lodmagmm Rsdmaysmadgl.

XVII bagmbalb 20-30-006 brgddo ox3boDgdds meadalb Lodmegmmbdy mog-
©obb3gdn onbygl. M©adol dmogamads myggeb I ansbds (1611-1657) Modwgb-
%9M3g 60608 qdom omsed Ms s3bobgmdn, 8ogMed domn mogabbdgdal o 339-
oL 396 doomBos. 40-006 Bmgddn sgbadms Lodmogmmb babmzemds mEadmsb

8. 39mobaymdy go8maba(3gmes. sxgbabms mogmabbdgdal smbsiggomom mggzeb
II @o@nsbo adymgdama gobms Ladmgatidg Logm@Gogagaom bobGgds sgam
o 335(3M0@ 0g(339. 3o&SMgdnm mmbabdogdoms dgogaen mmnddy sxbsbms
®0305Lb3gd0 EMHMgdoo dgbyws.

1681 Bgmb ogbodgdds meadal Ladmegmml AMmomm-sbsgmgomn bsbo-
mo 8. 3gmobymowsb dm. 9amabbymodog (momoadas) 8ondogb. sgbodme
80gM B0do(3900m GgMoGmmosdy 3gudmagdgma Bgndbs JMab@nsbyma g3mg-
Loob BNbg30mbofgds, Mol aodmis ©Mboobs s dmgzol Lagdabgm3mbmgda
391 J0@s. Boemg, oggbadgdds, 8r. gaMabbymowsb 8. gbanmsdog GgModmGas
300&5(39b. a3ymmdamao dbsmal dmbabemgmdals boBomn gomsnbzgbs, ©ozemo-
993 sa0mgddg sggbabgdo babmogdmobgb; 3063 sanmdy aMhRs, msb-
©omob googbodws.

0gbodmes Lodmogmm 8omnsb 3mmodnin® gMmgnmb o6 boMImamagbos
o (30mm3gne IboMggdem agmymEs. sxbsdme dmagemo o3 BbsMgms dgmm-
d9mgdal bombgMgboe Bm3nbomu@an nmgmgdmes. 1810 Bgmb sgbobms bed-
®360m Abgonlb 0839l dgdoagbmmdadn 53&mbm3nal mgmgdom dgg0-
©s. Bnbgomolb bymobygkmgdol dbstmsggmom, sgbsdms dmogamo, mebosmsb

dogmo sg3bsdgmol Igmmdgmo Mgomymo asbos. Gbgonl bymabeygmgdal
boFmoggMom sggbadms Lodmogmm sgbsdgmal Ladmegzmmm RsBmysmndws.

52



Bezhan Khorava
Sokhumi State University

THE PRINCEDOM OF ABKHAZIA AND THE
PRINCIPALITY OF ABKHAZIA

Abkhazia was a part of the Kingdom of Georgia (11"-14" cc.) as the Princedom
of Abkhazia, or, more precisely, sources mention the Princedom of Abkhazia. There
were the following princedomes in the Black Sea coast of Georgia: the Princedom
of Abkhazia, which comprised the territory from the Nikopsia River to the Anakopia
River and from the Black Sea to the Caucasian Range; the Princedom of Tskhumi
— from the Anakopia River to the Kodori River; the Princedom of Odishi — from
the Kodori River to the Rioni River and from the Black Sea to the Tskhenistskali
River and the main Caucasus Range.

The princedomes were ruled by the officials — Princes (Mt’avari) — appointed by
the king of Georgia. They were usually appointed from the same clans. The Mt’avari
of Abkhazia were from the Sharvashidze clan.

At the beginning of the XIV century, the Mt’avari of Odishi annexed the Prince-
dom of Tskhumi, and the Princedom of Odishi became a neighbor of the Princedom
of Abkhazia from the southeast, on the Anakopia River.

In the second half of the 15" century, the Kingdom of Georgia disintegrated, and
since then the Princedom of Abkhazia was a part of the Kingdom of Imereti. In the
southeast, it still bordered on the Princedom of Odishi. Its northwestern border passed
through the Gagra Gorge, where it bordered on Jiketi. Jiketi , which had previously
been a part of the Princedom of Abkhazia, had no longer obeyed the duke of Ab-
khazia and, consequently, the king of Imereti. The reason of such political changes
was the resettlement here of the mountain tribes of the West Caucasus. This process
went far in Abkhazia in the second half of the 15 century, a clear confirmation
of which is the decline of the Christianity and revival of paganism in this region.

When the resettlement of the West Caucasian mountaineers, Jiks and Apsuas,
intensified, the local population of this region could not properly cope with it socially
and religiously. As a result of the mixing of the resettled mountaineers with the local
population, the modern Abkhaz (Apsua) ethnos was formed.

In the middle of the 16" century, the Princedom of Odishi seceded from the King-
dom of Imereti and formed the Principality. The Princedom of Abkhazia was in vassal
dependence on the prince of Odishi. At the beginning of the 17" century, Abkhazians
took advantage of the difficult foreign political position of the Odishi Principality, freed
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themselves from their vassal dependence, and formed the Principality of Abkhazians.

In the 20-30ies of the 17" century, Abkhazians launched attacks on the Princi-
pality of Odishi. The Prince of Odishi Levan II Dadiani (1611- 1657) successfully
invaded Abkhazia several times, but could not achieve the cessation of their attacks.
In the 40s, the border of the Principality of Abkhazians with Odishi moved to the
Kelasuri River. To stop the attacks of Abkhazians, Levan II Dadiani had to build
a fortification system on the border and strictly protect it. Thanks to the measures
taken, the attacks of Abkhazians temporarily ceased.

In 1681, Abkhazians captured the northwestern part of the Principality of Odishi
from the Kelasuri River to the Egristskali (Ghalidzga) River. The functioning of the
Christian church on the territory captured by Abkhazians became impossible, due to
which the eparchies of Dranda and Mokvi were abolished. Soon afterwards, Abkha-
zians captured the territory from the Egristskali River to the Enguri River. The part
of the population of the captured region moved, and the places they left were settled
by Abkhazians; those who remained were gradually abkhazified.

The Principality of Abkhazians was not a single political unit and divided into
separate parts. The Prince of Abkhazians was nominally considered an overlord of
rulers of these parts. In 1810, the Principality of Abkhazians joined the Russian
Empire as an autonomous principality. With the support of the Russian government,
the Prince of Abkhazians gradually became a real ruler of all of Abkhazia and the
Principality of Abkhazians turned into the Principality of Abkhazia.
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Bezhan Khorava
Sokhumi State University

RUSSIAN IMPERIAL POLICY IN ABKHAZIA IN
THE XIX CENTURY

In 1810, Abkhazia joined the Russian Empire as an autonomous principality. By
that time, the border of Abkhazia passed along the Bzipi River in the northwest,
where it bordered on Jiketi, and along the Ghalidzga River in the southeast, where it
bordered on the Principality of Samegrelo (Odishi); from the west it was surrounded
by the sea, and in the north its border ran along the Caucasus Range.

The Principality of Abkhazians was not a single political unit and divided in
separate parts. The authority of the Prince of Abkhazians extended only to the Bzipi
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district, representatives of the princely house of Sharvashidze owned the Gumi and
Abzhua districts, and the mountain communities — Pskhu, Tsebeli and Dali — were
ruled by the Marshania. They did not recognize the rule of the Prince and did not
come under the protection of Russia.

Russian rule did not go beyond the Sokhumi castle, where the Russian garrison
was located. Abkhazians constantly attacked units of the Russian army. In 1821 and
1824 anti-Russian uprisings took place in Abkhazia.

In 1830, the Russian administration of the Caucasus occupied important points
of the Black Sea — Gagra, Bitchvinta, Bambora — to finally subjugate Abkhazia.
Russians built castles and placed garrisons there. At the same time, the Russian
government subdued the rulers of Abzhua and Gumi to the Prince of Abkhazia. Thus,
the Principality of Abkhazia was created only in the 30s of the XIX century by the
Russian military force. In 1837, Russians by force of arms occupied the communities
of the Kodori River — Tsebeli and Dali — and established direct Russian rule there.
In spite of this, the Russian rule was not strong in this region. In 1840-41 years,
an anti-Russian uprising swept over Tsebeli and Dali, which was brutally suppressed
by the government.

In July 1864, the Russian government abolished the Principality of Abkhazia
and imposed direct Russian rule. The last Prince of Abkhazia Mikheil Sharvashidze
(1823-1864) was resettled in Russia, where he died in 1866. The same year, Abkhazia
was renamed Sokhumi Military District.

In 1866, an anti-Russian uprising swept all over Abkhazia. After its suppression,
the tsarist government expelled one part of Abkhazians to the Ottoman Empire. This
process is known as Muhajirism. In 1877, another anti-Russian uprising broke out,
the suppression of which was followed by a new wave of Muhajirism. As a result
of the Muhajirism of Abkhazians, the Kodori Valley and Abkhazian coastline were
completely emptied of population.

As a result of the abolition of the Principality of Abkhazia and the Muhajirism
of Abkhazians, the Russian government received vast territory for colonization. It
gave large lands to Russian officials — military and civilian. At the same time, the
“resort colonization” began from the 70s; Russian officials and officers were granted
land plots in Sokhumi and its environs on favorable terms; monastic colonization was
underway as well; Russian monasteries were founded in Bitchvinta and Psirtskha,
which were also given large land plots.

The Russian government deliberately tried to tear Abkhazia from the Georgian

world and create Russian Abkhazia.
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Kakha Kvashilava
Sokhumi State University

SAMURZAKANO IN THE 18TH-19TH CENTURIES

The lecture using special illustations will focus on the development and devel-
opment of one of the historical-ethnographic provinces of Georgia — Samurzakano.
Emphasis will be placed on the political face of the Samurzakano Sharvashidzes.

We have shown that the goal of Russian Tsarist colonial policy was split in cen-
turies-long coexistence of Georgians and Abkhazians for separation these two frater-
nal peoples. First step in this way was a seizure Samurzakano from Samegrelo. In
connection to this problem there are discovered some new archival documents in
which is shown that by 1843 the apparatus of Governor admitted the illegality of
seizure of Samurzakano.

In addition, we shall talk about the important historical documents relating to
the past of Samurzakano, preserved at the Georgian National Center of Manuscripts
and which were also first introduced into the scientific circulation by us.
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Zurab Papaskiri
Sokhumi State University

RUSSIAN IMPERIAL POLICY IN ABKHAZIA
(20™ CENTURY)

From the beginning of the 20" century the Russian Empire has consistently
continued the process of settlement of Russian colonists in Abkhazia, and the estab-
lishment there of the so-called ‘Russian citizenship consciousness’ as the means of
its colonizing policy. The main strategic objective (from the post-Muhajir period) was
“to fully merge Abkhazians with the population of the Empire.” To achieve this goal,
it was necessary to cut them off from the common Georgian historical and cultural
organism. Thus, the reason of creating the Abkhazian alphabet on the basis of the
Cyrillic script was not as much the education of the Abkhazians themselves, but cut-
ting them off the Georgian cultural world and integrating them with Russian literacy.

Similar goals were set by the Russian authorities in the clerical field. It was
decided (3 September 1898) that only the old Slavonic language should be used for
the liturgy in the areas inhabited by Abkhazians. However, this was considered in-
sufficient, and the authorities raised the question of the separation of Abkhazia from
the Georgian Christian organism and its ecclesiastical affiliation with Kuban (1902).
At the same time there also was an attempt of cutting Abkhazia off administratively
from the rest of Georgia. In 1904, at the request of Prince Alexander Oldenburg, the
government decided to join Gagra and its environs with the Black Sea Governorate.
In 1914, before the outbreak of World War I, the Vicegerent in Caucasia raised the
issue of transforming the Sukhumi Okrug into an independent governorate. Thus, the
authorities of the empire tried to break Abkhazia away from the rest of Georgia and
complete the process of turning the region into a typical Russian province.

The consistent imperial (and at the same time anti-Georgian) policy pursued by
the Russian authorities in Abkhazia for decades has turned Abkhazians, who once
so much hated Russia and everything that was attached to it, into the most devoted
and loyal people to the Empire. From now on, Abkhazians who were led by the
representatives of Abkhazian intelligentsia. They had been raised in Russian educa-
tional space and inspired with anti-Georgian spirit, and thus became a weapon of
Russian imperial politics.

These anti-Georgian Abkhaz leaders were used by the Russian imperial forces
(both by Bolshevik regime and the so-called ‘white’ generals) against Georgia in
1917-1920. They tried to remove Abkhazia from the rest of Georgia. But at that
moment, they failed to achieve its goals. Due to the wise position of the progressive
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part of the Abkhaizian society the Georgian-Abkhazian historical unity was preserved
and Abkhazia officially became an autonomous part of the united Georgian state
(Democratic Republic of Georgia).

Also in vain ended the efforts of the Russian Bolsheviks (as well as the of the
Georgian renegade Bolsheviks) and of the separatist Abkhazian communists to cut
Abkhazia off from the rest of Georgia in the spring of 1921. As a result, Abkhazia
became a part of the Soviet Socialist Republic of Georgia first as a so-called ‘treaty
republic’ and from the year of 1931 as an autonomous republic.

In the 1950s Soviet regime again intensified its subversive activities in Abkhazia,
aimed to restrain Georgia. The Kremlin stood behind the separatist riots in Abkhazia
in 1957, 1967, and 1977-1978, demanding to remove Abkhazia from the Georgian
SSR and to be either declared as an independent republic of the USSR or become
a part of the RSFSR. Moscow was the main inspirator of the Likhny gathering on
18 March 1989, which led to the drastic political crisis in Abkhazia that has subse-
quently grown into the armed conflict on 14 August 1992.
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“ABKHAZIA IN THE SOVIET PERIOD: PATRONS AND
CLIENTS”

A tiny, subtropical strip between the Black Sea coast and the Caucasus moun-
tains, the Soviet Republic of Abkhazia became a vacation retreat for the Party elite
and a major producer of tobacco, earning it the moniker of the “Soviet Riviera.”
The “titular” Abkhaz were a minority of the population in this ethnically diverse and
complex region, living in isolated rural communities with strong traditions of mutual
assistance, customary vengeance, and decisions taken by peasant community gather-
ings. The region’s geography and natural resources, the political capital that came
with access to Party elites, and the affirmative action opportunities presented by Soviet
nationality policy enabled the local leaders in Abkhazia to construct powerful local
ethnic “machines” that in turn became an influential component of the “Caucasian”
network in Soviet politics that propelled major figures like Stalin, Orjonikidze and
Beria to power. Control of Abkhazia became a prize in the patronage conflicts that
came to define higher politics in the Stalin period and beyond.

Abkhazia in the Soviet period presents a useful case in order to understand the
intersection of patron-client relations and nationality policy in the USSR and the ways
in which the politicization of ethnicity ultimately channeled and intensified national
animosities, leading to ethnic and separatist conflict rather than to the anticipated
post-national Socialist utopia. This talk will outline the contours of patronage policies
and the resultant political and ethnic conflicts that emerged from them. We will also
discuss the challenges of doing archival research on this region.
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Tamar Koridze

University of Georgia

CATHOLICOSATE OF ABKHAZIA (WESTERN GEORGIA)
(IX-XVIII CC)

The purpose of the report is to introduce the organization of the church of West-
ern Georgia- — the history of the Catholicosate of Abkhazia from its foundation (IX
cc. 80-90) until its abolition by the Russian Empire in 1814. It is emphasized that
the Catholicosate of Abkhazia was a Georgian Orthodox church with the language
of worship, tradition, architecture, etc.

The report covers the important issues of history of Catholicosate of Abkhazia
such as its founding, the unification of Kartli (Eastern Georgia) to Catholicosate and
the formation of the United Georgian Church, the status of Catholicos of Abkhazia
in the United Kingdom of Georgia, division of the Church of Georgia into the West
and East part and the political preconditions of this event, the lands and boundaries
of the Catholicosate of Abkhazia in different eras.

The article focus on the processes regarding the deterioration of the religious
faith and the decline of the Christianity in Abkhazia itself, transferring of the ca-
tholicosate residence from Bichvinta to Gelati, reducing the boundaries and the lands
of the Catholic Church in the Northwest and Southwestern direction as a result of
difficult political and migration processes (the explosion of the population of the
North Caucasus in the Black Sea) existed in western Georgia in the late Middle ages.

The report discusses the history and iconography of Bichvint’s Virgin Mary, as
the patron saint of the Catholicosate of Abkhazia, the titles of Abkhazian Catholics
and the reasons for referring themselves in their titles of “Abkhaz”, “All North and
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Abkhazia”, “Abkhazian-Imeret”, “Andrew the First”, and “Ponto” , also the abolition

of the Catholicosate of Abkhazia and its preconditions.
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Tea Kartvelishvili
Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts

CATHOLICOSATE OF ABKHAZIA FROM THE XV
CENTURY TO 1814

Split between the Catholicosate of Abkhazia (West Georgia) and Catholicosate of
Mtskheta (East Georgia) and the emergence of the former as an autonomous entity
in the XV century bore political clout since the idea of secession was promoted by
the political leadership of Western Georgia.

The Catholicosate of Abkhazia continued to function until eliminated by the
Tsarist Russia in 1814. The Catholicosate encompassed the Western Georgian terri-
tory in its entirety and brought together principalities otherwise divided by political
separatism and mutual feud. Catholicoses of Abkhazia actively engaged different arena
of public life be that religious, political, diplomatic or cultural.

Center of the Catholicosate was, first, in Bichvinta, then, since the XVI century
in the St. George monastery in Gelati. The residences of Catholicos’ were located
all over the Western Georgia. Catholicosate seigneurial estate was managed after
Georgia’s royal house model, through central and local officialdom that varied with
individuals from clergy as well as laity.

Catholicosate had its share of ownership of land and liege throughout the entire
West Georgia. Historical documents help define its landownership geography.

The Catholicos of Abkhazia had influential say in the ongoing affairs of West-
ern Georgia; based on his personal authority but more importantly, through decrees
adopted by the regularly held Church councils he influenced the flow of events that
were to take place in his domain.
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RELATIONS OF THE CLERGY(MEN) OF ABKHAZIA
WITH THE ECCLESIASTICAL CENTERS IN GEORGIA
AND ABROAD

Clergymen of Abkhazia in the 11™-16™ centuries, and first of all, high-ranking
ecclesiastical hierarchs — Catholicoi of Abkhazia, Bishops of Bedia, Mokvi and Dran-
da — had intensive relations with churches and monasteries in various provinces of
Georgia and Georgian ecclesiastical centers abroad.

I will distinguish two specific issues from this long and multifaceted relationship:

1. Provincial origin, ancestral affiliation and cultural identity of ecclesiastical
hierarchies in Abkhazia in the 11"-16™ centuries.

2. Pilgrimage of ecclesiastical hierarchs of Abkhazia in the 11"-16" centuries in
ecclesiastical centers within Georgia and abroad/ in various provinces of Georgia and
Georgian ecclesiastical centers abroad.

Interesting information about the issues under consideration is provided by medi-
eval Georgian written monuments — colophons and testaments of various manuscripts
and epigraphic sources.

Below some notes for illustration:

e The Lapidary inscription of the Gostibe Caber Church (1014-1027) tells us
that Bishop Sophron of Bedia was originally from Kartli and belonged to the family

of local feudal Lords — the Sanivajisdzes.
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e An I11"-century inscription at the Potoleti Monastery suggests that Bishop Da-
miane of Bedia traveled to historic Tori, visited the Potoleti Monastery, and engraved
a prayer/begging inscription on the church’s iconostasis.

e The 1363 inscriptions of the manuscript copied in Gareji and the inscription
of the Monastery of the Vani Caves tell us that Bishop Luke of Mokvi was origi-
nally from Samtskhe and used to pilgrimage in Javakheti before settling in Abkhazia.

e An inscription from the same 16™ century manuscript from Gareji witnesses
that the Catholicos of Abkhazia, Barthlome, visited the Monastery of the Cross in
Jerusalem and made a prayer/begging inscription on the manuscript preserved here.

The study of the illustrated and other notes shows that Abkhazia was an organic
part of the united Georgian ecclesiastical-cultural space in the 11"-16" centuries and

the clergymen of the local settlements were fully integrated in this unified space.
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Lia Akhaladze
Sokhumi State University

CULTURE AND LITERARY WORKS OF THE “KINGDOM OF
ABKHAZIA” ABSTRACT

The “Kingdom of Abkhazia” commonly also known in the historiography by the
name of the kingdom of Egris-Abkhazia originally encompassed the whole territory
of West Georgia. During the later stages it increasingly expanded and embraced
vast part of the Kartli region as well as the Javakheti region. According to the
old Georgian historical tradition, which heretofore is the key historical source for
studying the “Kingdom of Abkhazia”, the age of the kingdom of Abkhazia extended
throughout VIII-X centuries.

While giving an account of culture of the “Kingdom of Abkhazia” we focus
on the architecture and the literary works of the period identified above. Its vibrant
architecture is vividly represented through the clerical architectural monuments and
the secular architectural monuments, whereas the extant literary works include clerical
literature and the inscriptions that bear historical significance.

To the heart of what is meant by the clerical architecture of the “Kingdom of
Abkhazia” belong the Dranda Cathedral, the Church of the Holy Archangels Michael
and Gabriel on the mount Msigkhva, the Mokvi Cathedral of the Holy Virgin, the
Khuafi Saint Nikoloz Cathedral, the Ambary and the Mugudzirkhva Churches, the
Otkhara rocky monastery, etc.

The clerical architecture coming from the age of the Kingdom of Abkhazia is
reminiscent of the Georgian culture as it is scattered throughout the territory of the
present day Georgia proper in Imereti, Samegrelo, Guria, Svaneti, Kartli and Javakheti
and great many of them have inscriptions with historical content.

The literary heritage of the age of the “Kingdom of Abkhazia” became replen-
ished through works that belonged to the realms of clerical literature as well as
epigraphy of the “Kings of Abkhazia”.

It is noteworthy, that the “Kingdom of Abkhazia” gave prominence to the most
well-known representatives of the Georgian cultural locus at time and gave rise to
its potential; these were clergymen as well as people of secular descent who made
their names immortal through their extraordinary activity. Literary work carried out
by Stephane Sasanoisdze the Georgian hymnographer and translator in the Martvili
Monastery is truly brilliant, the latter formed as center, where during the reign of
George 11“King of Abkhazia” (923-957 AD) the Georgian culture thrived. Through
the charity of George II patronage was furthermore bestowed to Ioane Minchkhi the
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great Georgian hymnographer, author of the wonderful “Lenten Triodion”; not least,
author of the Martyrdom of Michael Sabatsmindeli, called “Abukura” was inhabitant
of the “Kingdom of Abkhazia”. The chronicle of the Kings of Egris-Abkhazia as of
the VIII-X cc. titled, the “Divan of the Abkhazian Kings” was written in Georgian
at the orders of Konstantin the “King of Abkhazia”.

Extant literary works devised in the name of the “Kings of Abkhazia” provide
vital information for understanding historical roots of the “Kingdom of Abkhazia”
as well as origins of national identity and of statehood of the “Kings of Abkhazia”.
The historical composition mentioned above along with twenty different epigraphic
works executed in the Georgian Asomtavruli script stand for their distinctive features
among those.

Based on its literary culture, historical study, source criticism and paleographic
analysis the region provides further grounds for understanding advanced cultural-his-
torical tendencies in the “Kingdom of Abkhazia”; its early reaction to the transfor-
mation introduced to the Georgian ‘Asomtavruli’ script works as a solid evidence
for actualizing the abovementioned. Hence, the discovery of the earliest samples of
the Georgian ‘Asomtavruli’ script in the ruins of the church on the Msgikhva moun-
tain, located in the Gudauta municipality in the modern day Abkhazia. Furthermore,
this is the region where the cradle of the Georgian literary culture gave birth to
the splendid stone engraving type of “arrow-edged” (“Kidurtsaisruli”) script and its
calligraphy school so as to promote its dissemination from Abkhazia throughout the
entire Georgia proper.

Through its art forms, content and basic cultural essentials architecture as well as
literary culture of the age of the “Kingdom of Abkhazia” was cultural phenomenon
entrenched in the early middle age Georgian cultural realm.
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EPIGRAPHIC MONUMENTS OF ABKHAZIA

Inscriptions of historical significance preserved in Kartli, Kakheti, Imereti, Same-
grelo, Abkhazia, Adjara, Racha-Lechkhumi, Svaneti, Javakheti, Samtskhe, Tao-Klarjeti
represent numerous fund of epigraphic monuments of Georgia. Most of them are
located in the northwestern part of Georgia, in the territory of the present-day Au-
tonomous Republic of Abkhazia.

From the epigraphic monuments of medieval Abkhazia lapidary (incised on
stone), metalwork (engraved on icons, crosses, church items), and fresco (painted)
inscriptions have come down to us.

Lapidary inscriptions are found in Georgian, Greek, Latin, and Ottoman (in Ar-
abic script) languages. The fresco inscriptions are preserved only in Georgian and
Greek languages. Among them, the number of Georgian inscriptions reaches one
hundred and their chronology covers 8th-19th centuries. Greek inscriptions are mostly
dated before the 9th century, although Greek graffitos of the 11th century can also
be found. Several Ottoman and Latin inscriptions have survived as well.

Most of the Georgian lapidary and fresco inscriptions are of building/construction
nature by content and are carved on ecclesiastical and secular monuments. In addition,
there are inscriptions of memorial and legal content. Most of the Georgian inscriptions
are written in Asomtavruli script, but there are inscriptions in Nuskha-Khutsuri and
Mkhedruli scripts as well.

The inscriptions of historical content from Msigkhva, Khuapi, Bedia, Ilori, Likh-
ni, Mokvi, Ghumurishi, Tskelikari, Dikhazurga, Chala, Gudakvi, Tsebelda, Tsarche
and other monasctic complexes and churches, inscription of Sukhumi arch bridge,
tombstones and antefixes scattered in various villages are beyond price in terms of
source study and paleography.

The social spectrum of historical figures witnessed in the Georgian epigraphic
monuments of Abkhazia is multifarious. In the inscriptions the names of almost all
strata of the population are presented: of Kings, district governors, high ecclesiastical
hierarchy, priests, masters-builders and ordinary worshipers. In the inscriptions are
named the Kings of the Kingdom of ,,Abkhazia“ and United Georgia: Giorgi II (922-
957), Bagrat III (978-1014, Bagrat IV (1027-1072), Giorgi II Kurapalat (1072-1089),
Konstantine King of Kings (son of David Narin) (1293-1227); Major royal officials,

district governors, and local feudal lords: grand duke and royal treasurer Abulasan son
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of Job, royal chancellor and of Chkondidi (court minister?), Vache Protospatar and
Ipatos, Giorgi son of Basil, Giorgi Gurgenidze, “Queen of Queens” Sagdukht, grand
duke and minister of interior affairs Giorgi Dadiani, “Queen of Queens” Marikhi,
grand duke and minister of interior affairs Ozbeg Dadiani, Levan I Dadiani, Ra-
bia prince of “Anakosi”; ecclesiastical figures: unknown builder of Khopi (Khuapi)
“Mamadmtavari”, Archbishop Giorgi, Catholicos of Abkhazia Nikoloz Gonglibaisdze,
Sopron of Bedia, Archbishops and Metropolitan bishops Anton Zhuanisdze, Kirile
Zhuanisdze, Germane Chkhetidze, Grigol of Mokvi, priest of Ilori Church Giorgi
Kocholava, priest Merkili of Tskelikari Church, deacon of Gudavi Church, etc. Church
builders: Svimon elder bricklayer (gomo@mdorgbyzqbo), Grigol Svimon elder brick-
layer (gomo@mborgbesgbo), Giorgi bricklayer (gomo@mbn), Mikael bricklayer
(3omo@mbo), Luka Martinava, Saba son of Mleli. In the inscriptions are mentioned
as well ordinary worshipers, locals: Mikael, Giorgi, Pashadze, Rosha, Nugamtsira,
etc. This is an incomplete list of historical figures who created material and spiritual
culture on the territory of modern Abkhazia throughout the Middle Ages.
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MULTICULTURAL ABKHAZIA

The autonomous republic of Abkhazia is located in the north-western part of
Georgia, which includes the historical geographical provinces of old Georgia — Ab-
khazia and partly the territory of Samegrelo/Odishi. Its capital is Sukhumi, according
to historical sources, the same Tskhumi.

Written historical sources testify that the ethnic map of Abkhazia has been mul-
tifarious and variable over the centuries — especially the settlements along the coast.
This was due to the traditional maritime-trade relations and the route of the Great
Silk Road, which ran through modern Abkhazia to the main markets of Europe and
Asia. These factors contributed to the development of economic and cultural relations
in the urban settlements of the Abkhazian coastline, in particular, the influence of
the cultural symbiosis characteristic of the urban lifestyle in Tskhumi. This symbiosis
is especially felt under the influence of the ancient Greeks, Romans, Genoese, and
Ottomans. Despite the ethnic diversity in the Abkhazian coastline, these relations
have not had a significant impact on the life-style and material culture of medieval
Abkhazia, although multicultural life-style has become a tradition.

Relatives, breastfeeding, relationship of sworn brothers, hospitality, table tradi-
tion, etc. played a crucial role in public relations in medieval Abkhazia. There is an
identical situation in other historical-geographical regions of Georgia, especially in
the mountain zone society. Despite the ethnic diversity, the combination of common
cultural values created a unified cultural-historical space of Georgia and in terms of
multicultural relations, neither is Abkhazia considered to be separated from this space.

Unlike the Middle Ages, according to the population registers, we can speak
more accurately about the ethnic and cultural diversity of Abkhazia in the 19th, 20th
and 21th centuries. During this period, Abkhazia was largely inhabited by Georgians,
Abkhazians, Greeks, and Jews, but thanks to the demographic policy of the Russian
Empire, the ethnic map gradually changed. In the 19th century Abkhazia Georgian,
Abkhazian, Greek, Russian and Armenian settlements are found. In the 20th century,
the ethnic spectrum of Abkhazia expanded, the population registers show that Ukrai-
nians, Belarusians, Ossetians, Azerbaijanis, Assyrians, Kurds, and others were added
to the existing multiethnic spectrum. Naturally, these strata of the population were
actively represented in various spheres of public life, creating a diverse multicultural

picture.
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In Abkhazia, as well as in other parts of Georgia, the multicultural relations
between different cultural and ethnic groups during the Soviet period was based
on traditional forms and experiences of centuries of relations with foreign ethnic
groups and cultures. First of all, it was the traditional relations between Georgians
and Abkhazians, which was based on the common symbols and mentality of the
national identity.

The processes that began in the public and political life of the Soviet Union
in the second half of the 1980s, and the political venture of the Soviet Empire’s
survival, sacrificed multicultural peace based on centuries-old traditions.

In post-Soviet, occupied Abkhazia, the connection between the past and the pres-
ent has been severed, the combination of cultural and identity symbols has been
broken: common language, material culture, customs. Naturally, traditional multicul-
tural relationships are devalued, which is being lost and which is not part of the
collective memory. As a result of the correlation of culture and identity in modern
Abkhazia, the historical regularity of the traditional relations between different ethnic
and cultural groups has been violated.

Against this background, the melancholy of Georgian and Abkhazian cultural
schools towards traditional Georgian-Abkhazian relations is eloquent. Below the poem
of the Abkhazian poet Shamil Filia as a model and hope for the future:

“I see a bullet stuck between us, we couldn’t evaluate each other’s care,

But what can I do with this heart that cannot forget Nodar Dumbadze'.“
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Nodar Dumbadze (1928-1984) — a popular Georgian writer.
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LITERARY CULTURE IN ABKHAZIA

Abkhazia (territory of the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia) has always been
indispensable part of the cultural environment of Georgia.

Catholicosate center (until the middle of XVI century) and various Bishoprics
here encouraged literary activities to extend wide and far. The extant manuscript
heritage witnesses the high levels this field of culture accounted for. Generally, we
can split the manuscript heritage of Abkhazia into three parts:

1. Manuscripts that were copied or restored in the literary centres in Abkhazia.
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2. Manuscripts that were not originally composed here nonetheless they belonged
to one of the literary centers in Abkhazia.

3. Manuscripts that had to do with Abkhazia content wise, vast majority of those
date back to the XIX century.

Apart from the manuscript books historical documents that find their origin in
this region (Abkhazia) as well as documents that reveal different kind of information
on Abkhazia are key. The material that came down to us once again sheds light that
the royal office (chancellary) of princes of Abkhazia and its nobility held official
correspondence in Georgian. This is, yet, another piece of evidence that Abkhazia
was integral part of Georgia both cultural and political wise.
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Nino Kavtaria

Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts

ART IN MEDIEVAL ABKHAZIA
(The art history perspective on the analysis of the artifacts
found in the Abkhazian region)

One of the oldest regions of Georgia — Abkhazia — stands out for its active cul-
tural life since the Bronze Age. Ancient tombs, old towns, castles, bridges, churches
and monasteries are clear proofs of this. Along with the ancient megalithic buildings,
dolmens, one also finds ancient Christian temples here.

The cultural heritage of medieval Abkhazia, the survived architectural monuments,
reliefs, metal works, mural paintings and lavishly illustrated manuscripts also reflect
the features of theso-called “Black Sea” artistic stream. In the beginning it was Greek,
then Hellenistic-Roman, and finally Byzantine cultural influence, and the fusion of
these traditions with local artistic culture.

Early Christian churches on the territory of Georgia have been discovered in the
settlement of Bichvinta (Greek: ITitvodg, ITitvodvrog, ITitidvet) and dates back to the
4™ century. It also should be noted that Bishop Stratophilus from Bichvint participated
in the Council of Nicaea of 325.The existence of two ancient, three-nave basilicas
is also confirmed in Bichvinta. Of particular note are mosaic paintings found in one
of the basilicas, with Christian symbols. When we talk about Bichvinta mosaics, we
should not miss the fragments of two secular mosaicpanels found here: with Triton
(3rd century) and elephants (5"-6" centuries). These examples of mosaic painting
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reflect the artistic traditions of the Late Antique and Early Christian art and clearly
indicate on the influence of the artistic traditions of the neighboring Christian East
countries.

Two slabs of Tsebelda iconostasis with spot scenes from Gospel story belong to
this early period,dating back to the 7"century. The old Gagra church (6"c.), which was
almost preserved in its original form, is characterized by distinctive artistic features.
G. Chubinashvili called it — the “three-churched basilica”. Also, the church of Dranda
(8"c.) contains characteristic signs of the Mtskheta Holly Cross church, as well as
features of early Byzantine architecture. Basilica of Gantiadi, construction of which
is associated with the name of the Byzantine Emperor Justinian, is also characteristic.

The architecture of Abkhazia of 8"-10"cc is of so-called the “written cross” type
and represents different phases of one stylistic direction: Bzipi (8th c.), St. Simon
the Canaanite Church of Anakophia (10® ¢.) Likhne (9"-10" ¢.), Mokvi 10" c¢.)
Bedia (10%c.) churches.Immense Byzantine influence on these temples is obvious;
presumablythe local builders trained in Byzantium or Greek masters were involved
in the construction process. One canalso observe a connection with the monuments
of Eastern Georgia.

A look at the mosaic and monumental paintings of medieval Abkhazia shows
that it follows the general direction of the development of Georgian mural painting.

Distinctive paintings can be found in Bedia church (late 13" — I half of 14" cc.),
Likhne (14" ¢.), Bichvinta domed church (16" ¢.), Tskhelkari (16"-17" ¢.) and others.

Discussing Likhne murals, byzantine influencies evident, rare iconographic details
did not find its analogies (e.g., the composition of Abraham’s procession).

Presumably, Mashap-Okhuame’s painting (15%century) is connected with local
artistic traditions. Thus, the different influences of mosaic and wall painting in
Medieval Abkhazia are more or less visible: in one case (in Bichvinta mosaics)
Hellenistic and early-Christian, in the second case (Likhne) — the influence of the
Palaeological, metropolian artistic school, and in the third case the proximity to the
artistic traditions of the Mount Athos.

The cultural heritage of Abkhazia is not only distinguished by its architectural
monuments and wall paintings, but also by the manuscripts copied and created there.
As it is known, the most important centers of Georgian culture operated on the ter-
ritory of Abkhazia were: Mokvi, Bedia, Ilori, Likhni, Tsebelda, Tsarche and others.

There are not many manuscript books from churches and monasteries of Abkha-
zia preserved until now, but their significance and artistic value, their place in the
study of Georgian manuscript heritage are indefinite.

The Bichvinta Gospels (H-2120), named after its recent place of protection, was
owned by the Bichvinta Church of the Virgin before the 1870s, from where it was
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transferred to the St. Petersburg Public Library. On the upper part of the silver-clad
book-cover, the single inscription preserved. According to the inscription, the cover of
the manuscript was created to celebrate the victory of Solomon Shervashidze and his
son, Azragan Gurieli on Lipar Dadiani, and manuscript was donated to the Bichvinta
Church of the Mother of God. Bichvinta Gospel miniatures continue the local tradi-
tions and to some extent show the original character of Georgian miniature painting.

The Mokvi Gospels (Q-902), preserved at the National Center of Manuscripts,
is an outstanding specimen of Georgian calligraphic art and miniature painting of
the turn of the 13th-14" centuries. The Manuscript was copied — conjecturally in
the Mokvi monastery scriptorium — in 1300 by the monk Eprem on the order of
Daniel, the Archbishop of Mokvi.

The artistic image of the Manuscript is determined by the miniatures inserted
in the text and characteristic details of the decoration. The manuscript stands out
with abundance of miniatures — unusual for the 13"-14th centuries: its especial ar-
tistic peculiarity lies in the miniatures done on sheet gold.The art ensemble of the
manuscript is the best specimen of Early Palaecologian art in Georgian and generally,
Christian cultural tradition.The striving towards novelties, manifested in them, and the
reflection of the advanced artistic trends of the period impart landmark significance
to the Mokvi Gospel, while the unique technique of execution of the miniatures
(color stains laid on leaf gold) places it along with the most brilliant monuments
of the world culture.

The Bedia Gulani is the manuscript of the 17%-18" centuries, which contains
the following books: the Gospels, the Apostles, the Psalms, the hymns of the 12
months, synaxarion, etc. Calligrapher Gabriel Lomsanidze was invited from Shavsheti
to transcribe Gulani by Germane from Bedia. Other calligraphers also took part in
the coping: Ambrose Kargareteli and Svimeon of Euphrates, also known as Svimeon,
the son of Giorgi. All three of these manuscripts are currently kept at the Korne-
liKekelidze Georgian National Center for Manuscripts.

From the metal work samples, the chalice of Bedia and Holy Virgin’s silver
icon from Bichvinta will be focused on.

The chalice of Bediaclearly shows the signs characteristic for Georgian gold-
smithing of the 10%-11"%centuries — the search for a plastic sculptural appearanceof
the image. A liturgical vessel is made of ducat gold and richly decorated. Dated
back to c. 999, the chalice was commissioned by King Bagrat III for the Bedia
Monastery in Abkhazia.
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Salome Okruashvili-Bakhia
Iv. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University

CULTURE IN ABKHAZETI
(ACCORDING TO ETHNOLOGICAL MATERIAL)

The study of Abkhazian ethnic culture is related to issues of Abkhazian history.
The people, whom the Georgians called Abkhazians, came from the north-western
Caucasus, raiding the country first in the 1*-2" A.D. centuries and then from the
70s of the 15" century to the 18" century. There was quite a big difference between
the early wave and the late settler. The early groups were a discrete wave, in other
words they were not formed into ethnographic groups. The late wave, on the contrary,
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was already distinguished by its ethnic name and language. In the second late wave
Abazes, Jiks, Kabardians were distinguished. The tribes of the early wave should
be considered the ancestor of the late settlers, but there was a considerable distance
between them, both in terms of time and the level of development. The population
settled by the second wave formed modern Abkhazians. As for the tribes of the early
wave, it seems that they had been mixed and into the Georgians.

According to Greek sources, in the lowlands the population which came in the
2" century, settled apart from those who came in the 5™ century. According to Pro-
copius of Caesarea, they had a nomadic form of settlement and were divided into
tribal groups. They worshiped mountains, rivers, forests and trees.

In the 8" — 15" cc Georgian and foreign sources there is no information pre-
served on the distinction of the population settled in the II-V centuries.

In the 15" century when a new wave of tribes came down from the North-West
Caucasus, Georgians called them Abkhazians. They brought a peculiar settlement
form — torn roof hut. Other buildings (both residential and agricultural) they complete-
ly adopted from the Megrels. Foreign authors unanimously point out that the way of
life of Abkhazians and Circassians is the same. These authors call them “Abazes”.

Although the new wave was influenced by Georgians, as the level of the cultural,
socio-economical and even political development of the host society was higher, they
were no longer assimilated into the Georgian people, as the settlers of the new
wave were formed into a distinct ethnic group, with their own customs, religion
and language.

Contemporary Abkhazians have brought an element of culture from the North
Caucasus that was previously unacceptable to the Christian religion in Georgia — the
“sky burial”. They managed to revive a pagan religion. According to the beliefs of
the contemporary Abkhazians, natural events, agricultural activities, cattle breeding,
farming, hunting, beekeeping, blacksmithing, every sacred swamp or tree is headed by
its own deity. They have never had any building as a place of worship, their sacred
places were mountains, forest edges, separate groves and selected trees.

The wedding customs appeared to be the most solid in the traditional customs
of the Abkhazians. Initially they brought down so-called “Urvad”, the bride-buying
custom. Abkhazians strictly observed exogamy at the time of marriage, but at the
time of settlement a levirate form of marriage was prevalent in their large family.
In the event of the husband’s death, the unmarried brother of a deceased man was
obliged to marry his brother’s widow. This was related to “Urvad” and the economic
situation. At the time of settlement, the Abkhazian family was polygamous, a man
could have 2-3 wives. It was the Muslim influence which was caused by the Turkish
invasion of the North Caucasus in the 17% century. In the 19% century the rules of
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marriage were almost completely changed. “Urvadi” was replaced by the institute of
“dowry”, practiced by Georgians, and polygamy was abolished. The form of levirate
marriage was also abolished.

The oral traditions of the Abkhazians are the first source of their history, as they
had no alphabet until 1954 and therefore could not have written sources. “Nart Saga”
is a collection of ethnogenetic and genealogical legends, which reflect their culture,
identity, origin and migration processes. “Nart Saga” is of international origin. It orig-
inated in the North Caucasus and was created by various tribes. The Abkhazian “Nart
Saga” could not be the starting point for the epic cycle of other Caucasian tribes,
as it was formed partly under the influence of the archaic legends of the Adyghe
and Ossetian legends. “Abkhazian nart legends” are the children of one mother, one
family, one surname. Their mother “Satanei Gvasha” with her children and relatives
live in the gorge of the river Kuban. They have neighboring Goliaths (people) whose
country is warm, with vine yards and green grass. They forced peaceful Goliaths to
cede part of their territory. Narts establish rules of movement between the country
of the Goliaths and the Kuban Valley. In addition to the “Nart Epic”, other legends
also reflect ethnogenetic processes, where passes are often mentioned — Marukhi,
Sanchari, Khimsa, Dzina, the headwaters of the rivers Bzipa and Zelenchuk. The
people sacrificed something to the souls of the mountains and passages. Such deities
acquired sacral significance for Abkhazians. One of the most important such shrines
and deities is based on Mount Pshu. After crossing this mountain, they established
their first village on this mountain plain, in the cave “Fshu”, this area was suitable
for settlement, the migrant population lived here in three villages and gradually came
to Abkhazia from the mountain, after multiplying, but before settlement they raided
for a long time. The nomadic population in Pshu was first semi-flat and then moved
to residential life.
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COLLECTIONS OF MANUSCRIPTS OF THE KORNELI
KEKELIDZE
GEORGIAN NATIONAL CENTRE OF MANUSCRIPTS

Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts is the richest depos-
itory of Georgia. The collections of the Centre include up to 10,000 Georgian and
5,000 foreign language manuscripts (V-XIX centuries), 40,000 Georgian and foreign
language historical documents, 188 archives of writers and public figures.

125



Korneli Kekelidze Institute of Manuscripts (hereinafter, the Centre) was estab-
lished in 1958 on the basis of the Manuscripts Department of the Georgian State
Museum. The center united the collections gathered by the leaders of the Ecclesi-
astical Museum, the Literacy Society and the Historical-Ethnographic Society in the
19th and 20th centuries.

The Society for the Promotion of Literacy among Georgians was founded in
1879 in Thilisi on the initiative of Georgian public figures Ilia Chavchavadze, Dimitri
Kipiani, Takob Gogebashvili and others. Today this collection is united in the National
Center for Manuscripts, the S Collection.

Fund A contains the manuscripts that were part of the collection of the Tbilisi
Ecclesiastical Museum before its abolition; established in 1889 in Tbilisi on the
initiative of Dimitri Bakradze. In 1921 the Ecclesiastical Museum was abolished
and its collection of manuscripts was transferred to Tbilisi State University, in 1930
to the Manuscripts Department of the Georgian State Museum, and later, after the
establishment of the National Center for Manuscripts, these manuscripts were merged
into the Center’s collection.

Georgian Historical and Ethnographic Society was founded in 1907 in Tbilisi on
the initiative of Ekvtime Takaishvili. 1922 The society was headed by Iv. Javakhish-
vili. The manuscripts belonging to the community are currently preserved in the H
Fund of the National Center for Manuscripts.

The Q Collection is the only new and growing foundation of the National Center
for Manuscripts. The fund was established in 1919 in Tbilisi within the framework
of the Georgian State Museum.

The center’s funds contain a rich collection of foreign language manuscripts:
Greek, Hebrew, Syriac, Armenian, Latin, Ethiopian, etc.

Arabic, Persian, and Turkish manuscripts are collected in the Kajarian (K), Cen-
tral (PAC) and Local (L) collections of the Center; Manuscripts and fragments of
Dagestani origin are separated as a sub-collection.

Historical documents: The Georgian Documents collection has about 40 000
documents. The documents date back to IX-XIX centuries. The fund presents both
secular and ecclesiastical documents, as well as Georgian-Persian historical documents.

The collection contains about 500 Persian documents (XVI-XIX): firmans, hokms,
purchase documents with resolutions of the Shahs of Iran, Georgian kings and other
state officials. Also, up to 300 Ottoman documents (mostly originals).

The archive fund of the center unites the archives of Georgian and foreign sci-
entists, writers, poets and public figures, artists, political, state and military figures,
emigration figures, clergy, as well as the Georgian Historical and Ethnographic Society
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and the Synod Chancellery. The collection belonging to the Georgian papyrologist
Grigol Tsereteli.

The following written monumnts should be especially noted — Georgian, foreign
language manuscripts, historical documents, archival material, which are distinguished
by their antiquity, artistic value, completeness and reflect the tradition of manuscript
creation, historical contacts, the place of Georgian manuscript heritage in the cultural
area of the Middle East:

Georgin manuscripts: Alaverdi Four Gospels (A-484, 1054), Gelati Four Gospels
(Q-908, 12th c.), palimpsest (H-999, 5th-6th cc.13th-14th cc.), Psalms (A-38, 10th
-11th cc.), Astronomical treatise (A-65, 12th c.), Shota Rustaveli, “The Man in the
Panther’s Skin” (H-599, 1646), Vakhtang VI, “Book of Chemistry” (S-3721, 1740) etc.

The foreign language manuscripts: Arabian — Ibn—Sina, “Kanun”, Persian — Ni-
zami Ganjevi, “Khamse”, Hebrew — Lailashi Bible, Syriac — Amulet, Manjurian —
Life of the Buddhist Monk; Georgian, Persian, Georgian-Persian, Ottoman historical
documents (16th-18th cc.).

Archive materials — folios from archive collection of the great Georgian scientist
Ivane Javakhishvili, fragments of the poems of the Georgian classic poet Vaja-Pshave-
la, papyrus from the collection of Grigol Tsereteli (3rd c.BC).
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Esma Mania

Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts

Irina Gogonaia

Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts

ABKHAZIA IN THE ARCHIVES OF THE NATIONAL
CENTRE OF MANUSCRIPTS
(INTERACTIVE PROGRAM)

Archival material, a collection of systematized documents, has artefact value and is
applicable for retrospective research criteria. It can be divided in two parts: official
documentation and personified segment.Official documentation — acts, protocols, re-
ports, official correspondence, as a historical source, only portrays upon the regla-
mented form of objective reality since documents of this kind impose the burden
of social and political directives as well as bureaucratic etiquette any time and in
any country.

In such a situation it is even more interesting, how impartial is the archival
information within the frontier regions populated by multicultural societies, where the
values are increasingly put under the pressure of marginalization.

The personalized segment of archival material — memoirs, diaries, personal cor-
respondence, records, as a completely different type of historical source, has unique
characteristics. It often complements and clarifies, and sometimes quite legitimately
puts under question officially recognized historical data.

The history of Abkhazia preserved in the personal archival funds of the National
Center of Manuscripts of public figures (Gabriel Kikodze, Ambrosi Khelaia, Kirion
Sadzaglishvili, Petre Konchoshvili, Tedo Sakhokia, Iakob Gogebashvili...) is personi-
fied. Here, facts, events, processes are considered from the so-called ,,psychological
openness”, autobiographical prism, because archival documents reflect the personal
views and feelings of the direct participants of the events.

The thematic configuration of the archival material of our research is not small,
however, due to the thematic modules of the curriculum of the International School
of the National Centre of Manuscripts, we will focus on linguistic, educational, text-
books, monastic infrastructure and related issues.

In the interactive program prepared on the basis of these archival documents,
we focus on the actualization of these documents as a historical source, on the
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need for their inclusion in scientific circulation; on the coefficients of the quality
of objective information in a personified source, on the separation of real fact and
conscious fact, on the functional typology of this material. The focus of the research
is not so much on the reflection of historical events (historical outcomes), but on
the perceptions of these events by contemporaries, which leads to the acceptance of
alternative historical interpretations, hence much more liberal scientific environment,
which is a necessary condition for taking constructive steps, as well as in resolving
so-called frozen conflicts.

The interactive program focuses on archival material as a self-formed research
space, respectively, as an authentic indicator of trends and situations. Private initiative
is highlighted as an act of high civic importance, especially in the context of the

relationship between the region and the center.
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Nanuli Targamadze

Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts

OLD GEORGIAN PRINTED BOOKS AND TWO ABKHAZIAN
EDITIONS PRESERVED IN THE KORNELI KEKELIDZE
NATIONAL CENTRE OF MANUSCRIPTS

Korneli Kekelidze National Center of Manuscripts is rich in a collection of old
printed books and rare editions, most of which are preserved in the Room of the
Rare Editions named after Ch. Sharashidze.

The collection of the first printed Georgian book, which contains 303 units,
is separated. Important exhibits in this collection are the first books in Georgian
printed text — “Georgian-Italian Dictionary” and “Georgian Alphabet with Prayers”,
published in Italy by the Propaganda Fide Press of the Sacred Congregation for the
Propagation of the Faith, which was established in Rome in 1622 for the purpose of
spreading Catholicism in non-Catholic countries. This fact is not accidental, because
King Teimuraz I of Georgia was looking for an ally in European countries due to
his historical misfortune. Teimuraz I sent his ambassador Nikoloz Cholokashvili to
Rome to ask for support from Pope Urban VIII.

Before meeting with the Pope, the Georgian ambassador was baptized as a Cath-
olic and named Niceforo Irbach. Niceforo waited to no avail for the pope’s mercy.
Although the Georgian ambassadorial mission did not have much political success,
his visit was not in vain. In order to strengthen the propaganda of the Catholic
faith, the Congregation decided to publish the books needed to study the Georgian
language and thus to strengthen the permanent mission in Georgia. Niceforo properly
estimated the existing situation and with his support and with the participation of the
Italian Stefano Paolini, two Georgian books were published in Rome in 1629: “Geor-
gian-Italian Dictionary” (Rar52/2) and “Georgian Alphabet with Prayers” (Rar27/1°).

“Georgian-Italian Dictionary” is printed in three columns: Georgian words in
the first (left) column, Italian transliteration in the second (middle) column, and an
explanation of the meaning of each word in Italian in the third (right) column. The
Georgian alphabet and the Latin equivalents of each of its letters appear on pages 1-2.

“Georgian alphabet with prayers” — on the first seven pages is presented the
Georgian alphabet in Mkhedruli script, on the other pages there are prayers, beliefs,
ten commandments, hymns of the Mother of God in Georgian. The same material
is given in Latin. Despite the errors, both editions are important.

The important work of the missionary Francisco-Maria Maggio’s — “A work on
the Eastern Languages Spoken on the Territory of Georgia” (Rar. 860) printed in
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Rome with the permission of the Sacred Congregation for Propagating the Faith, is
in fact first textbook of Georgian grammar published in Europe.

The printing house, founded by Vakhtang VI in 1709, laid the foundation for
national printing, which lasted until 1722. In Ch. Sharashidze’s Rare Editions Room
(K. Kekelidze Georgian National Center of Manuscripts) are presented eight books
released by the printing press of King Vakhtang: 1. “Gospels” (Rar 8/3), Property
of King Alexander of Imereti; 2. Acts of Apostols (Rar 4/3), 3. Prayer, 1710 (Rarl5
/ 1); 4. Kontakia, 1710 (Rar 51/2); 5. Teaching of Germanus Hieromonk “How to
teach a student”, 1711 (Rar 12/1°); 6. Psalms, 1711; 7. [Shota Rustaveli] “The Man
in the Panther Skin” (Rar 6/3) and 8. Horologion, 1717 (Rar 14/1°).

The Thbilisi printing house was renovated in 1749 by the efforts of Erekle II and
Anton the Catholicos. The center preserves 27 copies of the ten titles of Erekle’s
printing press: Paracletike 1772 (Rar 35/4), Pentecostarion 1788 (Rar 51/4) and oth-
ers. Of particular importance is the [Supplication to the Virgin] 1795 (1/1), which
is considered to be the only surviving specimen in Georgia.

After the raid of Tbilisi by Agha-Mohammad Khan in 1795, the publication of
books stopped here. The initiative to resume printing was taken over by Western
Georgia: in 1800-1817 Imereti and Racha became the centers of book printing. All
the books published during these years are preserved in Chr. Sharashidze’s Room of
the Rare Editions, including the first Georgian miniature (tiny) book “The Prayer of
the Mother of God”, which was printed in the village of Tsesi.

In Chr. Sharashidze’s Room of the Rare Editions (K. Kekelidze Georgian Na-
tional Center of Manuscripts) is presented a “Bible” which was published in the
printing press founded in Moscow by the Goergin nobles moved to Russia — Bakar
and Vakhushti Batonishvili and loane Samebeli. The publication of the “Bible” was
the dream of several generations of Georgians residing in Russia. In addition to the
“Bible”, the Center preserves a number of exhibits of the printing house of loseb
Samebeli and several remarkable books published by the printing house of Athanasius
Thileli, who resided in Moscow.
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Ketevan Pavliashvili

Member of Tskhum-Abkhazian Academy of Sciences

CURRENT CHURCH PROCESSES IN UP TO DATE
ABKHAZIA AND QUESTION
OF AUTHOKHEPHALIA OF “ABKHAZIAN CHURCH”

To definition in current church processes in up to date Abkhazia, indisput-
able to find out those principal questions, which form problems in Abkhazian
Eparchy.

Carried researches results in the last years, indispute the main problems in
Abkhazia.

They are:

1. Historical place of Abkhazian Epharchy in international policy;

2. The place of “Abkhazian Church” in the international policy and it’s “Troas
hourse” “s function in the struggle for the chuarchial priority (The “cold war”
‘s question between Vatikan, Constantinopole and Moscow patriarcathy);

3. The skizma’s provoke purposes, reasons, possible results and the sup-
posed ways of overcome problems in “Abkhazian Church”;

4. The question of authokephalia of “Abkhazian Church”; Church groups,
contrast political-church oriantations;

5. The question of authokephaly of “Abkhazian Church” and the Church

meeting in Kreta.
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Zurab Khonelidze
Rector of Sokhumi State University

GEORGIAN PEACE PARADIGM - PERSPECTIVES ON
UNIVERSITY DIPLOMACY

For Georgia, the 30 years of non-systemic dismantling of the Soviet system,
and the nation’s state-building course has turned out to be full of contradictions. On
the outset of the post-Soviet space transformation, we, like several other countries,
were betrayed by our political intuition, having not been able to escape the “mines”
planted by the empire — especially the imposed ethnopolitical conflicts, whose trag-ic
consequences still affect the Georgian state and society.

It is a fact that the highly intellectual Georgian nation and the Georgian state are

faced with a challenge: to ensure unity, prosperity, and a secure, guaranteed future
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of Georgia. To reach these goals, the primary task is the resolution of the so-called
ethno-political conflicts. Using the way of pragmatic reasoning, the achievement of
this goal demands the following:

Change the attitude toward the conflict in Abkhazia, which has remained un-
re-solved since 1993, by first of all changing the governmental attitude.

Recognize that the reason for procrastinating on a solution to the conflict is
not because of a lack of a proposed prospect of settlement, but because our blurred
vision and the fact that we do not see the proper way of executing this settlement.

Revive the dialogue surrounding the Abkhazia conflict. This dialogue, if ap-
proached correctly, will not put the country in deadlock by heaping additional diffi-
culties on to it; on the contrary, it will be rendered as a latent opportunity to break
the existing deadlock, which will lead to a new path forward in trans-forming Georgia
into a full-fledged state.

It is exactly this idea, born of the inner need and the attempt of its realization,
that makes the present work, Georgian Paradigm of Peace, not only a theoretical
work, but one which has practical value (nothing is more practicable than a good
theory). In fact, by way of following the political rules, it creates the possibility of
making a profound change in our thinking about peaceful coexistence with other
nations and countries. This is also a chance to create a new and more desirable
nar-rative, to change the existing given and, consequently, to alter the Georgian state,
its fate, and, ultimately, its future.

The paper presents a new direction of education policy: “University Diplomacy”
as a renovated mission of the university, a modern form of peacebuilding, and a new
type of International Relations and diplomacy.

University Diplomacy makes clear that:

The way to resolve the main problem of Georgia’s sovereignty and unity—con-
flict—is peaceful and utilizes universal values based on humanism: education, science
(education’s highest achievement), and the healthiest, most motivated and pragmatic
part of society—the youth. Clearly, all three components come together and coexist
peacefully only in a free university space. Unfortunately, however, in the modern
world, the university, which, along with its basic educational function, is an indicator
of the peace process, has not adequately developed from its origins to properly situ-
ate itself in the greater society, and has failed to realize its historical responsibility.

The idea of the university is in crisis, however. The university, as a universal
model, due to its great possibilities, has the internal resources to prove its viabili-
ty, and is able to fill the political field of the peace strategy with more university
resources, actively involve the political field, and, moreover, transform itself into
the epicenter of the peace process. By the example of Georgia, we mean not the
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university in general, but the Sokhumi State University in particular the “victim of
poli-tics” — that shares the fate of the country, the living organism that connects Ab-
kha-zia with the rest of Georgia. The University, issuing from its strategic importance
(there are several “refugee universities” in the world with a similar fate) has the
opportunity to simply bring into the academic space the theme in question, to unify
the non-university community, and to establish a scientific-humanistic dialogue with
the parties of the conflict—first and foremost, the government (along with civil society,
international organizations, and “parties”), to determine the causes of the conflict and
to propose a real settlement of the problem instead of entering the conflict or using
the nation’s already-deficient energy on fighting the consequences of the conflict.

To achieve the goal of peacebuilding, the work of the university must encom-pass
not only the transformation, but also the creation of qualitatively new knowl-edge—
new life. This knowledge will lead to the search for and merging of the university
with the second essential subject (the only peaceful one) of diplomacy, as the science
of negotiation and the art of communication.

The coupling of two compatible entities—university and diplomacy-has created a
new paradigm: “from theory to action.” This paradigm is neither a mere formality
nor a recasting of a classical model of diplomacy, but a completely new kind of
international relations. University Diplomacy is a conflict-regulatory system (not just
of ethno-political or indigenous conflicts) that does not merely service or critique the
field of International Relations, but stands on its own as a new means of ensuring
peace.
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Ministry of Education and Culture of the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia

CULTURAL HERITAGE ON RUSSIAN OCCUPIED
TERRITORY OF ABKHAZIA

Today on the occupied territory of Abkhazia the situation is as follows
violations of fundamental human rights, such as the right to life, possession —
inviolability of personal property, education in  mother tongue, mobility, work,
worship in native language etc.

Vandal acts are systematically implemented towards historic-architectural mon-
uments by the occupation regime, there is an active process of elimination of
“historic witnesses” through cultural heritage. The ultimate goal of the occupants and
separatist forces is to alter, distort or destroy the appearance of historic-architectural
buildings, to facilitate the process of falsifying history and educating youth with
it. Such vandalism took place on the following historic constructions: Bedia Monas-
tery (10" c.), Hlori Church (11" ¢.), Dranda Cathedral (6" c.), Chuburkhinji St.George
Church (19" ¢.). In autumn 2016 the wall at the altar of Anacopia Fortress Church
was completely demolished and in 2017 Tsebelda church was  destroyed (8" -9*
cc., restored in the 19" c.).

Argent restoration/ conservation work are needed to:- Likhni Temple(10" c.),
Mokvi Cathedral (10" c¢.), Tsandripshi Church (6" c.), Church of the St. Simon
Kananeli (7" -8" cc.), Ambara Church (7" — 8" ¢c.), Kamani Church (11* ¢), Tsebelda
Fortress (early middle ages), Bagrati Fortress (10" — 11%"), Besleti Bridge (10" — 11%),
ruins of the palace of the rulers of Abkhazia, Shervashidze ( 16" — 17" cc.) and
other historic — architectural buildings.

According to the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Autonomous Republic
of Abkhazia, nowadays there are 176 historic-architectural buildings on the territory
of Abkhazia and only 8 of them are in good condition, up to 40 in average
condition, and the rest about 140 monuments are in need of urgent study and
appropriate restoration / conservation work. However, due to the Russian occupation

PS(BS impossible to carry out these works.
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Heritage Preservation

THE PROCESS OF GRANTING THE STATUS OF CULTURAL
HERITAGE MONUMENT TO THE HISTORICAL-
ARCHITECTURAL BUILDINGS IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORY
OF ABKHAZIA AND ITS IMPORTANCE

As a result of the war in Abkhazia in 1992-1993, ethnic cleansing was carried
out. About 250 000 Georgians left Abkhazia, among the ethnically displaced Geor-
gians there were also citizens of other nationalities.

The territory of Abkhazia has been an important part of the Georgian cultural and
political space since old time onwards and is a region of Georgia, where the state,
official, liturgical and literary language was Georgian. The ancestors of Georgians and
Abkhazians jointly created those common cultural values that have a worthy place
in the list of Georgian cultural heritage.

At the beginning of 2015, in the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Au-
tonomous Republic of Abkhazia was created a service for the protection of cultural
values. “Cultural Values Protection and Promotion Program” was launched, within the
framework of which various projects were planned. During the work, it was found
out that the architectural-historical objects located in the territory of Gali district
were not included in the list of cultural heritage monuments. In this direction, the
Service for the Protection of Cultural Values started working from the day of its
creation, accordingly, to the National Agency for the Protection of Cultural Heritage
of Georgia was sent the registration cards of five historical-architectural buildings of
the Municipality of Gali, prepared in our service based on the materials provided
by the Gali Educational Resource Center, in order to include the mentioned objects
in the list of cultural heritage. On the basis of the prepared accounting cards, five
churches of Gali Municipality — Chkhortoli,! Okumi,> Ghumurishi,®> Tchchi, Epiphany*

! National Agency for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of Georgia, meeting of the Strategic Issues
Section of the Council for the Protection of Cultural Heritage, report N18, January 27, 2015.

2 ibid.

3 ibid.

4 Order of the General Director of the National Agency for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of
Georgia N2/88; May 6, 2015, regarding granting the status of an immovable monument of cultural
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and Chuburkhinji St. George’s cathedrals' and the Tsarche fortress> were awarded
the status of cultural heritage monuments of Georgia based on the decision of the
National Agency for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of Georgia. Accordingly, there
was a reason to apply the conditions of protection provided by the status of cultural
heritage monument to the mentioned monuments.

The process of granting the status of a monument continued in the following
years as well. In agreement with the Agency for the Protection of Cultural Heritage,
registration cards were prepared based on old passports (since field work on the
monuments could not be carried out at the moment). The status of the monument
was awarded to various buildings of Gali, Ochamchiri and Sukhumi municipalities,
in total 41 historical-architectural objects.

Assigning the status is the first step in securing an object. This topic should
be divided into two parts: one is declaration, the other is possibilities. Due to the
lack of financial or other (in this case, occupation) opportunities, we cannot refuse
to declare, because the inventarization of cultural heritage monuments is a continu-
ous process. If we don’t have the opportunity today, we will have it tomorrow. In
addition, the status of the monument allows for a legal response in case of damage
of a building, whether local or international. Therefore, fearing that we currently
cannot control the territory, we should not stop the process of inventarization of the

cultural heritage monuments.

heritage to valuable objects from the point of view of cultural heritage.
' ibid.
Order of the General Director of the National Agency for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of

Georgia N2/146, July 2, 2015, regarding granting the status of an immovable monument of cultural
heritage to valuable objects from the point of view of cultural heritage.
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Manana Tevzadze
Chairperson of the Georgian National Committee of the Blue Shield

ISSUES OF CULTURAL HERITAGE PROTECTION IN THE
OCCUPIED TERRITORY OF ABKHAZIA IN LIGHT OF THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HAGUE CONVENTION

The introductory presentation to the panel discussion “Issues of cultural heritage
protection in the occupied territory of Abkhazia in light of the implementation of
the Hague Convention” reviews the concept of the Hague Convention for the Pro-
tection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and the possibilities of
its implementation in Georgia.

The Hague convention is part of international humanitarian law, also called the
law of war treaty. It was Adopted as a result of the devastated destruction and loss of
cultural properties witnessed by the international community during WW II. Georgia
is party to the convention and its 1% protocol from 1954 since 1992, and the 1999
2" protocol — since 2009.

The convention protects movable or immovable property of great importance to
the cultural heritage of every people, irrespective of origin or ownership. Parties of
the convention undertake to prepare in time of peace in order to avoid destruction
of cultural properties.

The presentation further reviews the situation of monitoring the state of cultural
heritage in the occupied Abkhazia and the actions taken towards it by the Georgian
authorities over the decades.

Before the occupation more than 200 immovable cultural heritage sites have been
inventoried in Abkhazia. The Georgian side has over the decades been deprived of
the possibility to Monitor the state of repair of these sites. Almost the same holds
true for the international organizations, as neither the international heritage experts
have been able to thoroughly assess and monitor the state of cultural sites there due
to the lack of agreement among all the parties to the conflict (The only UNESCO
monitoring mission that ever took place was in 1997).

Following the discussion of the above two topics, the presentation points out
the provisions of the Hague Convention, for at least the theoretical implementation
of which, there are measures and possibilities. Despite the difficulty of their imple-
mentation, which relates to the specific political context of the conflict, the mecha-
nisms, activation of which the state could request UNESCO, could be: 1. Granting
of special protection status to sites of great importance 2. Appointment of delegates
and a Commissioner-General for Cultural Property according to Regulations for the
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Execution of the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of
Armed Conflict, Chapter 1, Organization of Control, Article 4. Besides, to use all the
UN fora to request the implementation of Article 5.1. of the convention: “Any High
Contracting Party in occupation of the whole or part of the territory of another High
Contracting Party shall as far as possible support the competent national authorities
of the occupied country in safeguarding and preserving its cultural property.*

In addition to the above, the presentation also refers to the possibilities of im-
plementation of the provisions of the second protocol by the Georgian Sate Party
and more particularly to:

— Cooperate with the international committee for the Protection of Cultural Prop-
erty in the Event of Armed Conflict on the deployment of an international monitoring
mission to Abkhazia;

— Request technical and financial assistance from the fund with the purpose of
implementing awareness raising campaigns and other activities related to the imple-
mentation of the convention;

— Prepare documentation for inscription of one outstanding monument in Abkha-

zia in the list of enhanced protection.

The concluding remarks of the presentation also mention the activities which the
non-governmental and research organizations could undertake in order to support the
above initiatives. These activities concern research, collection and verification of data,
analysis and dissemination and also utilizing remote sensing tools such as satellite
imagery, GIS and other tools for storing and analyzing of spatial and geodata useful

for reviewing and monitoring the state of cultural properties.
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Kakhaber Pipia
Sokhumi State University

THE NORTHERN-WESTERN COLCHIS (ABKHAZIA) IN
ANTIQUITY

According to archeological findings, the territory of Abkhazia from the oldest time
was included at Western-Georgian, Colchian cultural area. During the whole era of early, mid-
dle and late Bronze age, the same picture is fixed in the territory of Abkhazia as in other regions
of western Georgia, by material culture point of view, with some local peculiarities. So Abkha-
zian population by ethno-cultural point of view, in III-I millenniums B.C. did not differ from
the rest part of the population of Colchis and it represented an organic part of Old Georgian,
Colchian world.

In the 6th century B.C. it was formed the state of Colchis on the Eastern shores of
the Black sea. Its borders, according to antique sources, was spread from the sector of modern
Gagra-Bichvinta to the region of Chorokhi issues. So modern Abkhazian territory was com-
pletely included in the frame of Colchis Kingdom and it was not differing from other parts of
the Western Georgia with political sign. Also in the sources of VI-I centuries B.C. there is no
hint that in Abkhazia did live ethnically different population. On the contrary, Ancient authors,
Hecataeus of Miletus (6th century B.C.) and Pseudo-Scylax of Carianda (4th century B.C.)
definitely pointed that only Colchian tribes — Colchis itself, Koles and Koraxes inhabited on the
modern territory of Abkhazia. So Abkhazia represented an organic part of the united state-po-
litical and ethno-cultural space of an ancient Colchis.

In II century B.C. the united kingdom of Colchis was divided into various “Skep-
tukhias”. Despite of complete political failure, Abkhazian territory was not torn away from the
common-Colchian cultural-political area. From the beginning I century B.C. even during ongo-
ing political cataclysms, at first during Mitridates Eupator (120-63 B.C.) time and then after the
conquest by Romans, Colchis was maintaining its territorial integrity.

In 65-35/33 B.C. Colchis as a separate, whole administrative-political entity was
subdued to Rome. In 35/33 B.C. Marcus Antonius took Colchis in the kingdom of Polemonic
Pontus, which was a vassal of Rome. In the era of Augustus (27 B.C.—14 A.D.) Colchis, for a
short period, was the part of Pontus-Bosporan kingdom (14-8 B.C.), thenin 3/2 B.C. — 17 A.D.
is the part of united kingdom of Pontus-Cappadocia. During an Emperor Tiberius ruling (14-37
A.D.) Colchis was the tutorial country with Pontus and it was under the protectorate of Rome it-
self; Caligula (37-41 A.D.) delivered the kingdom of Pontus with Colchis to Polemonids again;
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during Nero (54-68) Colchis was occupied by Romans and it became the part of the province
of Galatia; During the rule of Vespasian (69-79) Colchis was the part of united Cappadocia-Ga-
latia, so called “Cappadocian complex”; From Domitian (81-96) it was part of the province of
Cappadocia. During carried out frequent administrative-territorial reorganizations in the East
by named Emperors, the territorial integrity of Colchis was not broken and modern Abkhazian
territory was again the part of Colchis.

In the beginning of II century A.D., by Flavius Arrian’s (nearly 95-175) information,
on the territory of Colchis, appeared separate political unions — “kingdoms” of Macron-Henio-
khes’, Lazs’, Absils’, Abazgs’ and Sanigs’.On the basis of this information of Arrian, Abkhazian
separatist researchers and ideologists, for whom is not strange in the base of sources and espe-
cially in antique sources by manipulating of poor, often unclear data, to get maximum political
profit, they claim that from the beginning of II century it already existed “Abkhazian state”.
However, obviously, talking about the existence of “Abkhazian statehood” is meaningless and
Apsil-Abazgs’ “kingdoms” must be considered as unions with some kind of self-governances.
An independence of political unions of Apsils and Abazgs was a complete fiction. These “Ba-
sileuses” essentially were administrators of Roman Empire, who had to provide in connection
with Roman garrisons submission of inhabited tribes of Black sea region to Rome; Their real
rights were quite restricted and they were carrying out concrete interests of Roman administra-
tion of Cappadocia province there.

Direct dependence of Apsils’ and Abazgs’ political unions on Rome, did not continue
for a long time. They could not maintain formal status and lost an “independence” soon. It is
worth to note that after Arrian Apsil-Abazgs’ “kingdoms” and its “Basileuses” were not men-
tioned in any sources. They at the middle of the II century were included in the kingdom of
Lazica which was on the way of raising. Pacorum, King of Lazica, expanded the borders of the
Laz kingdom to Northwestern, including the contemporary Gagra-Pitsunda sector which was
evidenced by a Greek inscription on a silver cup found in the village Achmarda in the Gagra
district. So even in late antiquity modern Abkhazia was an organic part of common-Colchian,

Georgian political world.
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Mariam Lomsadze

Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University

Ethnographic Life of the Occupied Tskhinvali Region

The presentation “Ethnographic Life of the Occupied Tskhinvali Region” discusses
the traditional way of life of the population forcibly displaced as a result of the war in August
2008. Studying and collecting ethnographic material from different regions of the country is
always interesting and important. This interest is especially heightened when it concerns part
of the country’s occupied territory. The introductory section of the presentation addresses
the ethnographic scene of the village of Kekhvi in the Didi Liakhvi Valley, identified as part of
the project “Protection of Intangible Heritage of Occupied Regions.” The village of Kekhvi had
a rich heritage. After the war in August 2008, the issue of communication between internally
displaced persons and cultural heritage monuments became urgent. The border (a barbed-
wire fence) complicated involvement in religious rituals. For people whose religious rituals and
the physical infrastructure they represented were synonymous with the land, the absence of
a physical marker became disorienting. The population forcibly left their homes and settled
in various cities or villages on territories controlled by the Georgian administrative authority,
far from their original homes. Relocation brought a demand for the renewal, forgetting, or

creation of new religious practices. The religious practices of the inhabitants of the Didi Liakhvi
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Valley became detached from their original territory and transformed into markers of identity
consolidation in their new geographic area. Despite the fact that the population is unable to
return to their villages, they strive to continue the traditions that they had always celebrated
there.

The concluding section of the presentation discusses the living conditions of the
ethnically Georgian and Ossetian populations displaced from the village of Disevi (in the Pa-
tara Liakhvi Valley), who have resettled in the villages of Berbuki and Skra. Based on qualita-
tive data obtained from ethnographic research conducted among the Georgian and Ossetian
populations in these resettlements, it is revealed that daily affective experiences significantly
influence the everyday life, cohabitation, religious practices, and food culture of the forcibly

displaced persons.

All people—both Georgian and Ossetian—were left on the other side of the oc-
cupation line. The majority of families displaced from the village of Disevi represent mixed
(Georgian-Ossetian) households. A large portion of ethnically mixed families in eastern Geor-
gia consisted of Georgian-Ossetian couples. The precondition for this was primarily the fact
that these people lived together in the same space. Beyond blood relations, Georgians also
had Ossetian (nurtured together by the same nurse). Their relationships were also bonded
through godparenthood. The presentation examines the practice of Georgian-Ossetian coex-
istence both before and after the war in 2008 (including religious life, food culture, marriage,
and labor mutual aid). It is significant that, despite the post-conflict period, the tradition of
celebrating various holidays together, although not as widespread as before, still persists in
displaced communities.

The presentation also addresses the current situation of Georgian-Ossetian families
who are separated from their native side and explores the emotional aspects of their situa-
tion, the transformation of shared traditional cultural elements, and the process of adapting to
new living conditions. Based on the collected ethnographic material, the presentation demon-
strates and confirms that the Ossetians living in the village of Disevi shared Georgian culture
during the period of coexistence with Georgians, up until the last days of village life (until
2008). As storytellers point out, during various agricultural activities, they constantly helped
each other, and this way of life was quite enjoyable for them. However, after the war in August
2008, many things changed due to the conflict. First and foremost, an occupation dividing line
appeared between the Ossetians and Georgians, and a barrier emerged in their interactions,
manifesting in the fact that they no longer speak openly about problems that require the dis-

cussion of historical or political issues.

The presentation also explains why the people of Disevi can no longer celebrate ru-

ral holidays after the war in 2008. According to the ethnographic material, this is due not only
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to material deprivation but also to the physical disconnection from the village. Therefore, they
no longer see the need to celebrate holidays far from their original location. Additionally, the
presentation discusses the baptism of Ossetian narrators who were married into the village of
Disevi, and it can be said that, for them, baptism is in some ways a symbol of connection and

similarity with the Georgian people.

The concluding part of the presentation will outline important initiatives that will enable dis-
placed populations, particularly the younger generation, to engage in cultural life and maintain
continuous ties with the heritage in the occupied region through various cultural activities,
ensuring that it is not forgotten.
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Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University

“Occupation and inheritance - Problems and Ways to Solve them

The report “Occupation and Heritage - Problems and Ways to Solve them” reviews
threats to cultural heritage both near the occupation line and in relation to heritage in occu-
pied territories, as well as measures related to the issue. The threats that exist today to cultural
heritage are unpredictable. Today’s world events have shown us that cultural heritage may be
at risk of various disasters at any time, whether they are natural hazards or caused by human
factors. In the modern era, the cultural heritage, which has already been in war once, needs a
proper security system and long-term preservation conditions.

At the beginning of the report, it is mentioned that the first large-scale project in
terms of developing a plan for the protection of cultural heritage, risk management and pre-
paredness for disasters in the vicinity of the occupation line - “Planning of measures necessary
for the protection of the cultural heritage of Gori”, which will be held in 2020-2022 in the
Historical and Ethnographic Museum of Gori named after Sergi Makalatia It was financed by
the National Committee of Blue Shield of Georgia and the “ALIPH” Foundation (International
Alliance for the Protection of Cultural Heritage in Conflict Regions).

It was this project that became the basis of the research presented in the report,
which concerns the preparedness of the large, regional museums of Shida Kartli near the oc-
cupation line - Kaspi Giorgi Khorguashvili Regional History Museums, Khashuri and Kareli Re-
gional History Museums during emergency situations. The aim of the research was to find out
what kind of preparedness regional museums had during emergency situations, how was their
security system, the conditions of storage and protection of collections, the ways of fighting
against disaster risks and expected threats. The study involved determining each museum'’s

173



security system through a questionnaire and determining the degree of threat and risk catego-
ries using risk assessment tables. At the same time, stories of disasters, including those of the
2008 war conflict, have made clear how little leverage museums have to deal with risks. The
research revealed the importance of museums in terms of the development of the region or

the country, as well as the miserable existence of museums in every way.

Another successful project is related to this issue - the preliminary research of the
collections of museums of the Kaspi Municipality, which was carried out in 2023-2024 with
the funding of the National Committee of Blue Shield of Georgia and the “ALIPH” Foundation
(International Alliance for the Protection of Cultural Heritage in Conflict Regions). The research
covered 4 museums of the Kaspi Municipality - Kaspi Local Lore Museum, Jambakur Orbelian
Palace-Museum, lvane Javakhishvili House-Museum and Giorgi Mazniashvili House-Museum.
The project is in a long-term perspective, with the aim of managing risks and creating a better

museum environment.

Threats to cultural heritage should be considered, both in relation to the cultural
objects in the vicinity of the occupation line, and to the heritage in the occupied territories.

The next issue of the report is about the conditions of heritage in the occupied
Tskhinvali region under the occupation. The next issue of the report will concern the situation
of mortality in the occupied Tskhinvali region under the conditions of occupation. The issue
mainly covers the threats to the museums destroyed and subsequently damaged as a result
of hostilities and the heritage preserved in them, which is reviewed according to the report
prepared by the Didi Liakhvi Valley Museum-Reserve and the National Committee of the Blue
Shield of Georgia (2018-2022). Among the museums in the report, the Tskhinvali Local Lore
Museum (now called the “State Museum of South Ossetia”); House-Museum of lvane Macha-
bli in Tamarasheni village (destroyed); Akhalgori Museum (Palace of the Ksani Valley Eristavs),
Didi Liakhvi Valley Museum-Reserve in Kurta (destroyed). The last one continues to function
today in the IDP settlement of Gori, whose current work is related to research and educational

activities in the local community.

The final part of the report is devoted to the activities carried out by the of the Didi
Liakhvi Valley Museum-Reserve and the National Committee of the Blue Shield of Georgia with
the help of foreign partners, in order to preserve, protect and popularize the occupied heri-
tage. In this part, the educational measures for researching, monitoring and raising awareness
of the heritage of the occupied Tskhinvali region are reviewed. In addition, innovative digital
programs for the protection and promotion of the cultural heritage of the occupied Abkhazia
region are simultaneously presented and their importance and effectiveness in the modern

world are mentioned.
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Traditional existence, its changes, and ethnocultural
processes in Abkhazia

(Based on Ethnographic Materials from Abkhazia)

From ancient times to the present, there has been a continuous line of ethnic develop-
ment in Abkhazia. Historical sources confirm the formation of a unified Georgian culture, which
has been inhabited by tribes of Georgian origin, whose lineage is well-established. However,
from the second half of the 15th century, the disintegration of the united Georgian kingdom
allowed North Caucasian mountaineers to exploit the situation, leading to the settlement of
the Abaza-Adyghe people in the northwest region. This resulted in a significant ethnic transfor-
mation in the area. The modern Abkhazian (Apsua) ethnicity emerged from the fusion of these
settlers with the local population. The Georgians referred to this new ethnic group as Abkhaz,
while the group itself identifies as Apsua. This radical ethnic change, driven by the arrival of
the Abaza-Adyghe tribes, dramatically altered the socio-cultural landscape of Abkhazia. The
participation of the Abkhazian (Apsu) ethnic group in the development of the Georgian state
and culture was interrupted, revealing the first signs of alienation of the Abkhazians from the
Georgian world. The newcomers, who lived a more primitive lifestyle and adhered to pagan
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beliefs, were distinctly different from the Abkhazians who had previously contributed to the
cultural and political development of the feudal state of Georgia.

It is fascinating to explore how traditions and customs in modern Abkhazia have evolved
due to changing circumstances. This includes examining the blend of centuries-old practices
with contemporary innovations, highlighting the mutual growth and popularization of a rich
spiritual culture, as well as the efforts to preserve and protect these traditions for future gen-
erations.

In Abkhazia, there is a candle known as “A-kya-lantari,” which is associated with the cult
of the dead. This candle is often nearly the size of a real tree and features an image of a bird
perched on top. Abkhazians traditionally light this candle on the fortieth day or anniversary
of a death. It is a handmade wax candle wrapped in a black cloth wick. The term “A-kyalan-
tar” is derived from the Mingrelian word “Kilantari,” which corresponds to the Georgian term
“Kelaptari” and has Greek origins. The name “Kelaptar” is recognized among Abkhazians in
various forms; however, its description and functions align with the ritual object used in burial
and mourning practices, the “Kelaptar.” According to scientific literature in Abkhazia, this term
has nearly disappeared in modern times. Despite the Kelaptar’s role in customs related to the
deceased, its functional significance has diminished. In Abkhazia, family women prepare this
candle, whereas, among Georgians, it is typically given to a spiritual relative—often a god-
child—in the name of the deceased. Although changes over time can obscure the original
meanings and significance of some customs, the importance of the Kelaptar as a funeral ritual
object still appears to be preserved.

The primary element of settlement in Abkhazia, similar to other regions of Western
Georgia, was the homestead complex, which resembled the Mingrelian form of settlement.
Residential buildings in Abkhazia can be categorized into two main styles based on their con-
struction and shape: round and square. Within these primary categories, several subtypes cor-
responding to Abkhazian dwellings were identified, totaling nine building types. Of these, four
are distinctly Abkhazian structures that originated from the North-West Caucasus, while the
names of the remaining five types are Georgian (Mingrelian).

Both the Georgian and Abkhaz people have their own unique experiences and knowl-
edge when it comes to building houses. Despite this, they have created similar residential
complexes, each featuring distinct characteristics. Most buildings are constructed from wood,
evolving over time to incorporate a combination of materials, such as white lime and wood.
It’s important to note that the cultural and historical relationship between the Georgian and
Abkhaz populations has led to the borrowing and sharing of certain architectural elements. In
Abkhazia, many terms related to residential and commercial buildings have been borrowed
from Georgian, highlighting the vocabulary exchange in both directions, albeit with varying
intensity. Specifically, terms related to buildings from Kartvelian (Mingrelian) are prevalent in
Abkhaz, which indicates a significant cultural and historical influence.

Among the traditional beliefs of the population in Abkhazia, the infectious disease
known as “Batonebi” and the customs associated with it are particularly noteworthy. This phe-
nomenon is widespread in nearly all regions of Georgia. In Abkhazia, there are rich beliefs
and customs related to different types of “Batonebi,” which highlight the unique nature of
these ailments. Ethnographic research conducted in Abkhazia since the 1990s has identified
various categories of “Batonebi,” including Turkish//Turkish Batonebi, Abkhaza//Abkhaz Ba-
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tonebi, Shon//Svan Batonebi, Tsira/Female lords Batonebi, Komol//Male Batonebi, Bzha//Milk
Batonebi, and Tskar//Water Batonebi. These classifications are not found in other parts of
Georgia, underscoring the syncretic nature of the Abkhazian religion. The beliefs surrounding
these Batonebi reflect the influences of paganism, Christianity, and Islam. Additionally, while
these views have persisted into modern times, they exhibit both archaic elements and traces
of Christian influence.

Blacksmithing in Abkhazia, along with the associated spiritual culture, has exhibited a distinctly
conservative nature, resulting in the preservation of several customs up until recent times.
Since the 15th century, populations migrating from the North Caucasus brought with them
ancient activities, including metalworking and blacksmithing. The blacksmith featured in the
Abkhazian narrative epic, who lived along the banks of the Kuban River, further emphasizes
that the Abkhazians settled in Abkhazia through migration from the North Caucasus. These
migrant Abkhazians were well-versed in this craft. In both Abkhazian and Mingrelian traditions,
the New Year holiday is intricately linked to the cult of blacksmithing, underscoring its ancient,
archaic origins. In Vladislav Ardzinba’s 1988 article published in Moscow, he discusses the Ab-
khaz blacksmithing tradition in relation to global and North Caucasian folklore. However, he
does not mention the parallels between Abkhazian and Mingrelian traditions, which can be
evidenced at both the ritual and linguistic levels. In modern Abkhazia, January 14 is officially
celebrated as a holiday known as Azhirnikhua, which translates to the blacksmith’s holiday,
symbolizing the creation (or renewal) of the world. There is no uniform way of celebrating
Azhirnikhua across Abkhazia.

In Abkhazia, the forge and the blacksmith hold significance akin to that of a church and a priest
for devout Christians. Consequently, the forge is regarded as a sacred place, functioning as a
cult building that symbolizes prosperity and fertility. This reverence for the forge is still reflect-
ed in the region’s living ethnographic traditions.

Similarly, in Abkhazia and other parts of Georgia, a cult surrounds sacred trees. The specific
type of sacred tree worshipped varied according to the region’s natural conditions. In Abkha-
zia, many family, village, or community prayers take place beneath these sacred trees, which
also serve as venues for public gatherings. One notable aspect of folk beliefs is the cult of the
holy oak, where various rituals were conducted.

A pagan religious organization known as the “Afkhazian Priests’ Council” continues to
function in Abkhazia today. Adherents of Abkhazian paganism maintain seven large sacred
sites called “Abzhnikha” for performing rituals. Each Abzhnikha is overseen by a priest, and
these sacred locations are permanently owned by specific families, with rituals conducted by
a representative of the family responsible for that site. The main pagan shrine, “Didrifshia,” is
located in the village of Achandara in the Gudauti district and is situated on Didrifshi moun-
tain. The Chichba family performs prayers at Didrifshi Mountain and worships the trees there.
In addition to Didrifshi, four other Abzhnikha are currently active: Lashkendri, Ldzaa-Nikha,
Likhni-Nikha, and llir Nikha. The most sacred site of all is Gulrifshi Mountain, accessible only to
the main priest. Offerings are hung from the trees at this site and are not to be touched with
hands.

The idea of the tree holds significant meaning within Christian beliefs, particularly as
it is intertwined with various cultic and customary rituals. Beyond these rituals, remnants of
tree worship can be found in everyday life, such as the “tree of Batonebi” placed on a small
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table beside a sick person, often folded in honor of the deceased. In Abkhazia, placing the
deceased near a tree symbolizes the eternal cycle connecting the departed soul and the tree,
reflecting an idea of “illusory immortality.” Across nearly all regions of Georgia, we observe
different interpretations of the wood cult, suggesting that the archetypes of Georgian pagan
culture have smoothly and naturally integrated into Christian consciousness. This blending is
visually represented in ancient religious monuments.

The shared origins of Georgian and Abkhazian traditions and their centuries-long coex-
istence are evident. Over time, many traditional customs have lost their original significance
and now exist as remnants or small fragments. The ethnographic landscape of Abkhazia has
preserved several archaic customs that reflect aspects of the religious beliefs of the Georgian
people. Research into ethnographic materials can sometimes confirm the existence of partic-
ular customs and reveal their functional purposes.
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mgd@mmo gmmab bsbyemdfogm LobHozmmybozgamboBgdolb
3n0560@ oMy 373609070005 BO3NMBIB0L LddSISMO3MM
0 LodsgobEMmm 3MmaMmodgdby.

bmgzom 393906 Lsdgsboghm  0bBaMgLgdol  LazgMmme:
mE0d-sx3b63Bgo0lb  MbmMAsLG030L  Logombgdn; mEnd-
. ' sx3bsbBgmal BgmoGmmosby go3zmEgmgdnm g3sm-bsbgmas
LSMYIGYIMYMo dmEImMId0; sBBsBIMOL  Jomo3zgmnmo
S60m3mbndgon; oyymgdgomdo 8gbm3mad Jomo3zgm dydsxnmms dmsdmadszmgoonls
96mdMn30 Loznmbyodon.

030 ol smoghmomon LodyEbogmm LEBsENL s3@mMMn. AMbsHommgmds og3b Gomgdymo
530MMOMN3 o LogmomsdmMmobm 3mbxyzgmgbyangddn;  Bsl oJ3b 3gsamanynmo
bo8YFom godmEE0MIs SBBSBIMNL Nel12 Loxsmm Lymmasda.

gm-a3mb@s/e_mail: sofokekua@gmail.com

Sophia Kekua

Doctor of Philology. Researcher and guest lecturer of the Georgian Studies Center of
the School of Sciences and Law at the Saint Andrew The First-Called Georgian University
(SANGU).

Since 2019 guest lecturer of the Faculty of Humanities of the Gori State University.

Sophia Kekua's field of scientific interests is: Onomastics of Odishi-Abkhazia; structural
models of surnames spread on the territory of Odishi-Abkhazia; Georgian anthroponyms
in Abkhazia; Language issues of the descendants of Georgian emigrants/Muhajirs living in
Turkey.

She is the author of several scientific articles. has taken part in local and international
conferences

E-mail: sofokekua@gmail.com 189
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obEmmool omd@&mmoa. 3mmbyma 3933endal bobgymmdol
Logdomozgmmb  bgmbohamos  ghm3zbnem  33bEMobL
Lod7360gMM-565Mm0B03nMo o Logsdmadgdemm-
Lbomgsdgom  gdobymxomgdol  yxzMmbo, domszsto
933b609M0 056580Mmagmo. 99domol 03569
xo39b0d30mal  Labgemdal cdomobol Lobymdhoxm
16039ML0BIB30,  obBHMMooLs s  g;mbmemmaools
0bLE0EYB30 (LodgEbogmm dndmommg30L 890837);

dom3o 8mmm3gmol LonbgMEoEom 6sdmmaon
dgLMYMgOPMOS J33BY: ,,oBbBsbBMS Ladgmm”.

0ol bo33mg30 oJ3L Lognmbgodon: gamob-osxzbabgomol Lodgmb Asdmysmmndldol
obEMMO0ESb; 070Y; 0By Lsdgarm”; Jomm3zgamm 3maodoimbos dMdmms
bogdomm3gmml  8ogMmo0sbgonlbomznl; ,ox3bsbms Lodyxm” s ,859sLbsbamaliol”
06LBOEYA0; ,oBEBsMS LdIBM” s LgbomMogmyMmo LoLEJS; JaMolol Lsdgam;
bogdommzgmmadn  ,00bs8g3Md0L”Y 0BLEGOGNEOL  obEMMNnEsb;  sLszmym-
Jomorymo LobgymadfoBmb ,oxbsbms LEBIBML” AsBMYsMNdYdS (3MMONBSBE MO
5 3b@N00BIbB M0 3mao@ngs); L3sbgmol Logmobomozm ,ox3bsbms Lodgaamb”
090500376mmMd500; ,8383000 ©03560“ MmamMi LosobEmMMom Hysthhm; sbszmym-
Jomoymo LobgmadHoxm ,,0xBbsBOS Lddgm* s Balin Lybm3MdN; Jomm3gm dgxr]ms
Ao&nmaBMob dgbobgd - ,,8083000-0983"; ,,0Bb3BMS LOBIBMUL“ dglbobgod;

domn3s aamm3gmo ool 20-8eg Lodgeboghm  3mbrgmabinol dmbofoamy o
Modgb007 LLdyxEbogmm 3MIdNMAL LoaMmgwadaom Lodgmb §azma. sbg3g 7 LogMsbGm

3mygd@ob bgenddm3sbgyamo oy dmbsfhoang.
Jm-az3mbBs/e_mail: glovelil972 @gmail.com

Shalva Gloveli

Ph.D. historian. Head of the scientific-analytical and publishing-editorial department, Chief
Researcher of the Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts. He works at
Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University, He works at the Institute of History and Ethnol-
ogy (Head of the Scientific Library); Shalva Gloveli’s Dissertation is named “The Kingdom
of Abkhazians”. His scientific researches are about: The Formation State - “The Kingdom of
Egrisi-Abkhazians”; Bedia; “The Kingdom of Abkhazians”; The Kingdom of Abkhazians and
struggle of the Georgian Politicians for the Unification of Georgia; The Abkhaz Kingdom
and “Mamasakhlisi” Institution; The Abkhaz Kingdom, Signoral system; The Egrisi King-
dom; The Pieces on History of the Joint Reigning in Georgia; The Formation of West Geor-
gian State - “The Kingdom of Abkhazians”; The principality of Svaneti in the “Abkhazian
Kingdom”; “Mepeta Divani” as a Historical Source; West Georgian State - “The Kingdom
of Abkhazians” and boundaries; About the Title of the Georgian Kings - “Mepeta-Mepe”;
About The Kingdom of Abkhazians”; Shalva Gloveli is a participant in about 20 scientific
conferences and he is a scientific member of the Editorial Board, as well as 7 grant project
manager or participant.
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ob@mmool  Emg@mmo,  Lmbydol  LobgmdHoxm
96033ML0GIGNL 3MmBaLMMO. 033emI3L LagoMm3zxMmmUs
5 35335L00L  bogmbors  obEmMMool  Loznmbgyob.
dobo BodMmA700 godmEgdnmos Jomorym, MLy,
0bgamoliym, opmdnem 9690%g. 2011 Haamb §ogbol
"65M 3393700 Logomm3gmmL abEMMNNESL. sxxbsbgmn

1933mab0 EMMOELE EEIBEY™ JoMoym (2007), by

(2009), 0bgamolyMm (2011) 9690%g dmMAbBoEgdols o
398mEgdnbom30l, o3BmMMms 3mmad@n3msb ghomo
ox3bsbBgmol Pdsmmglbo LsdFML Lads@om Loggmoo sxnmem3s. 2011 Hamb
008b60bo30L “oxr3bsBgo0l Lodmszmml goynddgds s dobjom doMm3sdndy™, gomMan
dom3sd0dol 3My80s dngbods. oxnmmydymos NHdoglolbs s YbgBsMmaLol,
bagoMmm3xammb 3oommozmb-3s@mosmgol, ognos

lI-ob ds@mmdol Logjymoom. sMhgymos sxrbsbgomol 8736ngMgdsms ghm3byman
5350098008 5 §0bs 530MMULN BasMGomal (nbGmMnob, 3gMesmninls, 33bgsmmagnal,
LaBsmoramals) boghansdmmobim s3509800L (0@omns) Hazmoco.

Jm-az3mb@s/e_mail: bxorava@yahoo.com

Bezhan Khorava

Doctor of History, Professor of Sokhumi State University. Researches the issues of the
history of Georgia and Caucasian people. His works are published in Georgian, Russian,
English and Turkish languages. In 2011 he was awarded with a Certificate of Appreciation
of the Supreme Council of Abkhazia together with the team of authors for preparation and
publishing of the book “Assays from the History of Georgia. Abkhazia from ancient times
till the present days” in Georgian (2007), Russian (2009) and English (2011) languages.
In the same year, he was awarded with a State prize of Giorgi Sharvashidze for the book
“Abolition of the Princedom of Abkhazia and Mikhail Shervashidze”. He was awarded with
a Certificate of Appreciation of Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia, His Holiness and Beat-
itude Ilia Il. He is a member of Abkhazian Regional Academy of Sciences (Georgia) and of
International Academy of Saint Ambrose Martyr (History, Heraldry, Genealogy, and Justice)
(Italy).
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ob@mmools comj@mmao, Lbmbydol LobgmadHoxzzm
) 16033ML0GIB0L SbmEoMydnmo 3mmxgbmmo.
/[ \ myJ30g0L 30obymmol MeBgbndy s3Mgwadomydnm
: (bobgamdfoxzm s  3gMmdm) bo3xmLoGIBTn.  sMmal
Loghosdmmobm  Mgimmggool  §a3Mmo  FnmMbsenobs
,,Black Sea Journal of Public and Social Science” (ongfgdgonls
ML3NOMN3Y); SBBIBIMNL 33EMbMBnYMo MaL3YdMo30L
896501700 S JPMEGYMaL LodnbobEMmmL ,8scoaMmdNl
Loggmo® /mmabol/ ,J. cmdomabol Loxshm L3mmyddo
bogebdsbsmmgdenm 3Mmmod@ol ,3930M353Mm
= 3MmEbs sBbsBgMOL abGMMool dgbobgd” fomds@ydom
' 8obbmM09egds80 dg@sbnma f3moamobsm3zal”;

dobo LaobgmEGsgom myds oym ,,obEHmmMoPmMo LBsdYMBoysbm. XVII-XVIILL. doxbs —
1840§.”

399mJ33yb309m0 533 50-90g LydgEbogmm BsdMmadon (ds0 dmMmal — 3 dMbmaMosny)

Jomorym, oyhgym, Mybym s 0bgamolym gbydby Mmamms bogsmamzgmmdo, sbg3g
— 0MmJgonbs s 3membgondo.

033em73L  sbogmo o YobamgLin 3gMomeal  sBBsBIMOL obEGmMMsL, Jomoryym-
smdmbogmymo  (mLbBosmam/oMmdgon, oMmobo, 83mebgmn)  HHNNgMOMOSMS
obEMMOsL.Gmgxrmbo: 577 96 38 18;

Jm-aadmb@s/e_mail: : kvashilava@sou.edu.ge ;

Kakha Kvashilava — Journalist, PhD in History, Associate Professor, Sokhumi State Univer-
sity;

Born January 15%, 1974 in Sokhumi. 1980-1991 was teaching at the Akaki Tsereteli Sokhu-
mi Public School #6. In 1997 graduate with honors specialty History of Faculty of History
and Law of Sokhumi Branch of Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University.

In 2002-2012 he worked at Association of Journalists “PostFactum” as a Journalist, ra-
dio presenter, script writer, project manager, member of the editorial board, Editor. There
main directions were educational programs and IDPs’ rights.

In 2002 he became a post-graduate student of Sokhumi Branch of Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi
State University. His dissertation topic, which was defeated in 2009, was “Historical Samur-
zakano. Turn of 17t%-18t Centuries — 1840”.

Till 2009 up today he has been working at Sokhumi State University. As an invited lecturer,
he conducts lectures at several accredited (state and private) universities.

He is member of International editorial board of “ The Black Sea Journal of Public and So-
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cial Science” (Republic of Turkey); Twice received Ministry “Certificate of Appreciation” of
Education and Culture of the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia “For the successful imple-
mentation of the educational project “Deepening Knowledge of the History of Abkhazia”
in Thilisi Public Schools”; From 1998 Member of Intellectual Club “What? Where? When?”;
Researcher of the Village History Researching Center of the Georgian Patriarchate.

Author of approximately 50 scientific works (including 3 monographs) in Georgian, Turkish,
Russian and English languages in Georgia and as well as In Turkey and Poland.

He explores the history of Abkhazia in the new and recent times, the history of Geor-
gian-Eastern relations (Ottoman/Turkish, Iranian, Afghan) relations.

He is a veteran of the war, involved in hostilities in Abkhazia.

Married.

m033M MsoLbyMmo

33Mm3ym-30330b0yMo 3333300l  Lymo
3mmxygbmMo, mao3zgh Myobbymo, 2016 Hmob
133dG280M0sb 2018 Hemal s330LEMBE] nym 56
dmbal 300myeMmol bymddm3sbgamon. 2000 Hamb
domgdnmo 533l Bogmanmagool  omIGmmal
bomolbbo  gm@nbggbol  §Bnbs  9331LEN6IL
16039MLoGyB 0, Smdmbszmgm-g3mmanls
obEmmonb dndsmnymgdno domomso mxbBoboom
,,Jofmnmo ghm3bymao dmdmomonl gmm8omgdols
dgLobgd”. 0go hsmoymo oym LagoMmmzgmmml
obEmmoonl Lobgm8dm3sbgmmgdol dgddbobs s
9901853300590, 030 53MJm37 bamMAdm336gmMmd S 30M3gm LsdognbBmm 3Mmamsdal
,,336@MOMM0 5B05/35335L05-87L5b70 daMEMNBIn 3ndommeEal nbn3zgmLbodaGan.
2000-2003 §amgddo  dmbofoengmds  g3tmzszdomol  Gogh  EoxrNbSBLYOYM
badmgamagm 0b@gamognol 3hmad@do ,,obsmasBiadol ;sbsddmmdmmdobomsnl”.
World Vision International-do 2003-2005 §%. oym hshoryenon. dgdgmad 30 2005-2015 §F.
oym bagdo g3mzsezdomab §odmdoagbmmmdol bogddgms 869X aMo 86 ddsmm3gamo. dob
b5gd8056M0s30 Bxenmes dobsorMadal sbagasbmmonl g;mbogymao Pdsnmgalmdgdal
PomOmMBoabmadmsb 0obsddMmMIMmds. 856 sgMgm3g mo30 dmyysms 3MEgm
06x3mmM3s30sL Lagomm3zgammb bb3zsslbzs MIgnmMbosb. goms s3nbs, g35egdMS
bogdomomzgmml g3mmzsezdomol 0ebsd8dmmammdol dgxslgds s dmbo@mmnbao.
sbg39, hsmormo oym goghmb gob3znmsmydols 3Mmmagmedol dngm dbsmsggmoam
SbamagsBs Jommzgm 3mmodngmbos 30M33mm 3hmgd@do, s80@ma ngm dFoeMme
sol ©530390M70m0  sboamasbmomdol wsmom bL3gdGMmMsb s bb3sslbzs
mMasbnbognsbosbd dogmo J33ybol Bobd@sd0m. Pobenmgls 3ghomedn gsdmad3gybs
bEBSE0700737Yybnlg3Mm3gnbogonl, Mgmognnl, bosdmgsmagmbsbmasmgdalidgbobgod.
dobo 93@MMMONm snfhaMms Lagomm3zgmml ,09MEIMULSTS60L GMsblamMdsznal
06033bn“2016,2018, 2020 famgdol s6gsMndgda. ol stol gho-gfMmonn sdxndbydgma/
Sm3sbmymadogmo §a3Mo ,,35335L00L g3Mm3nmo 33emg3900L sLmEnsEnsdn” (AESC)
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sgfgmszg dMmhg3gmos 3mdobool Lsdgmlb §a3mo ,,n830Mabmdsms YBMI0700l
33Mm3ym gnmbaendo” ( EJIM). godmg3gybadnmo s33b dmbmgmoxns s 20-Bg dgd&on
bb3ssllb3s 330Mm]35 8gMBsbYM, JoMmom s Nbgmolym FYMBsgdd0 S 33798583
SJBoyMmoss hsmorymo Lsdgsboghm Logdnsbmodsdn. 8815850 bgm3dm3s63emMmdls
330m33000 3Mmad@L ,,Logommzgamml 8goMmy PMOSEYM ghmongnmgddo bmEonsgnmo
yhoogmomdgdol  dgbobgd” (Mybose3zgmol ghmzbymo  Lsdggboghm  ambeon)
Mmdgmoi  8obLogyomadnm  ynmomadsl NmdmdL  sbomasbmgdl dmMol
056589MMIMMOSL. 58M0gsc, 0l 88 3Mmgd@don, Mmamm 8ol §3mom Logddosbmodsdoa,
93367301006 93M0105670L v3507301M 3MELSL JPMEMIS YMNIMMOSL ©s

3Mad@G03nm godmEomgdsl.

J-g3mb@Eo/e_mail: oliver.reisner@iliauni.edu.ge

Oliver Reisner is full professor in European and Caucasian Studies, holder of Jean Monnet
Chair from September 2016 until August 2018. He received his Dr. phil. degree in East
European History for a thesis on the formation of the Georgian national movement at
Georg-August-University Gottingen in 2000. He was involved in assessing Georgian
history textbooks at Georg Eckert Institute in Brunswick (Germany) and coordinated
the first post-graduate MA programme “Central Asia / Caucasus” at the Central Asian
Studies Department of Humboldt University Berlin (2000-2003). After managing an EU-
funded civic integration project “Intercommunal Centre for Youth” (EIDHR) with World
Vision International (2003-2005) he worked as operations manager at the Delegation
of the European Union to Georgia (2005-2015). There he was in charge of cooperation
in the field of education, youth, minorities and thus collected a wide array of insights
from Georgia’s regions. Besides that he was in charge of monitoring and evaluation of
the EU-Georgia cooperation. He was involved in the participatory elaboration of the first
youth policy of Georgia supported by UNDP and is therefore well connected to a broad
range of youth and other organisation all over Georgia. Recently he published articles on
Europeanisation, religion, the specifics of civil society in Georgia. He authored the country
reports for Georgia of the Bertelsmann Transformation Index 2016, 2018 and 2020. He
is a board member of the “Association of European Studies for the Caucasus” (AESC)
and member of the advisory council of the “European Journal of Minority Issues” (EJM).
He published a monograph and more than 20 papers in German, Georgian and English
journals as well as in several volumes so far. Currently he is leading a research project
“In Search of Social Cohesion in Minor Urban Settings of Georgia” (Rustaveli National
Science Foundation), which has a strong focus in youth and intergenerational dialogue.
Thus, he combines academic country expertise with practical experience and intercultural
awareness as his contribution to the project.

Email: oliver.reisner@iliauni.edu.ge
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Logmosdmmolim gobsmmgdal sdxMmolnma LadFmydol
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&00mo0 deonImE0 sfhal Lodgmms s 3mLBLSOdFM™MS
0005MnaMy0300l 3Mmagbmmo ogmosl bsbymdfoxm
160373ML0E3B30, LosE 0L PdM37ds 3YMLIOL LodFMmms
30300M0L,  30335L00Ly s MYLgoolL  3mmo@ozol
dglLobgd, o  fyshmos  33am930L  dofmooso
dgomemmmaonl dgbsbgd. 2001 Hamb 896 onE3s ©olymBesns 3mamodongol
9936090709030 dmdomodgmonls s bsgnmbomnBdol dglobgd Logdsmomzgmmdo
boy-omMzol  Lobgmdfoxmm Nbo3zghbody®dn. ol gbmammds ©s dydomds
ymgzogm  Ladgmos Mygombdo mMmo  sogymo  fmolb  gob3szmmmdsdn. 8815850
sthol LaghosdmMobm aobsoamgdol s3gMogymo LadgFmgdal Lsdbfgo 35335L00bL
Mg30mbyma ccomad@mmo. shol dMmozsmmMogbmszsbo LGsBnld0l s3&mMMn JMm367nmo
3mao@03ob 3a0gbEomabadby, gbmodmozn 3mmoBoizols s ©sm3nEldNMIdNlL
JdgLobgd s 960bL LHs3Mgd0L dgbebgd dxdcga JnMbomgddn: Ab Imperio, Europe-Asia
Studies, Communist & Post-Communist Studies, Kritika, Nationalities Papers, War & Soci-
ety, Revolutionary Russia, Central Asian Survey, The Journal of Language and Social Psy-
chology, and Caucasus Survey. 360bs @ bLmgosgymo BLbogmemmagnol s 39335600l
330m9330%7. godmois §0gbo ,,Lajdosmonzgmm bLEsmobolb dxdga” bozombomnbdn o
Loogmms dogms MaGmgx 0l Mysd@mmmdom 2015 Hamb.

90Lo0 887590b6cogamo 3Mmayd@o smal Hogbo dxrsM373m-3eMm0gbE M Jugmgdol dgbobgo,
1920-1930 -0860 Hemgdol sx3bsBgmndo. Losmonmo 88 §0gbol sbgons: BabEMM Me3MOLL
bsbsdsmongm 3MmEgLbo, 3em036@gm0Bd0 s ghm3bgds SMgYm LsdFMmms 3o3dnMdo.

Jm-gmbGs/e_mail: timothy.blauvelt@iliauni.edu.ge

Timothy Blauvelt, Professor, llia State University; and Regional Director for the South Cau-
casus, American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS

timothy.blauvelt@iliauni.edu.ge

Timothy Blauvelt is Professor of Soviet and Post-Soviet Studies at Ilia State University in
Thilisi, Georgia, where he teaches courses on Soviet, Caucasus, and Russian political his-
tory and primary source research methodology. He defended his dissertation in Political
Science on citizenship and nationalism in Georgia at the State University of New York at
Buffalo in 2001, and has lived and worked in the post-Soviet region for two decades. He
is also currently regional director for the South Caucasus for American Councils for In-
ternational Education. He has published many articles on nationality policy, clientalism,
language policies and attitudes, and language education in peer reviewed journals includ-
ing Ab Imperio, Europe-Asia Studies, Communist & Post-Communist Studies, Kritika, Na-
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tionalities Papers, War & Society, Revolutionary Russia, Central Asian Survey, The Journal
of Language and Social Psychology, and Caucasus Survey. His co-edited book Georgia after
Stalin: Nationalism and Soviet Power was published by Routledge in 2015. His current proj-
ect is a book about patron-client networks in Abkhazia in the 1920s and 1930s, entitled
The Trials of Nestor Lakoba: Clientalism and Nationality in an Early Soviet Fiefdom.

0535M JmMmody

abEmmool cmg@mmo. bogoMmonzgammb nbo3zgmlbodg@ol
bgem3bgdools s  3Ydsbodstyam  dgsbogmadsms
Limaolb 3MmBgbmMo.  Bobo LsdgEbogmm 33eng30L
md033d&0s  dys LoY3Nb3xd0L Lodommzgmmb nbGmMay,
bagoMozgammb, 3ghdme, sbozmyom Lojshm3zgmmb
23agbools ob@mmoo. doLo boeobgMBssom
B6odmmdn gbgdmes  sx3bsbBgmal  Lozsmsmozmbmls
obEmmosl. dgLfo3momo 5J3b SB3bsBMY
BogomdmM03Mbmb LaBM3mMadn, YMannghomods dsbgomols
BO3OIMOZMLMLSD,  sxbaBgmol  Jsmogmozmbions
A0GIMIBGYMS. 33MM3TNM 3530 3MboS d0MgMoBNs.

0 gmmondgstmol 30-9g badyEbogmm badmmadnl sz@mMa,
dmbofoangmol Ladgaboghm 3MbxzggbEngdlLs o 3Mmyd@gddn, 0sbsddmm3mmol
3bmYM gsdmaEgdmmodgdmab, nym dmoms Mnbomszgmol ghm3bymo  LsdgEbogm
B3mbenl LGn37bnsbEN.

Jm-a3mb@s/e_mail: tamark5@yahoo.com, t-koridze@ug.-edu.ge

Tamar Koridze — Professor, Ph.D. Her major research interest is: History of Georgia in the
Middle Ages, namely - History of Church of Georgia.

She graduated from Iv. Javakhishvili Thilisi State University (TSU), faculty of history and
Ph.D program in History of Georgia. Tamar Koridze worked as an assistant, and then an
associated professor at TSU.

Currently she is a professor at the school of arts and humanities at the University of Geor-
gia. Tamar Koridze delivers the courses for BA and MA programs (History of Georgia from
the ancient times to XVI century; The New and Newest History of Georgia; History of
Church of Georgia). She supervises the theses on MA and Ph.D levels.

Tamar Koridze is an author of about 30 scientific publications. She has participated in in-
ternational scientific conferences and projects. She was an expert of high school text-book
evaluation committee (the Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia). Tamar Koridze
cooperates with the different foreign publishing houses. She was awarded with the sti-
pend by Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation.

Tamar Koridze

Ph.D in History of Georgia

Professor, Ph.D, School of Arts and Humanities, the University of Georgia
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ob@mmool  md@mMo, 3. 3930emodol  Lobgamdol
bogdomozgmmb  byambofamos  gmm3zbymo 336G ML,
Dyommmdgmebymdols S 03mmas@olols
396ymxzzngmgool n3mmbn dg60gM-0sbsddmmadgmo.

dobo  Loobgm@ogom  bsdmmdn  gbgdmes  ayMmool
bo730L3M3MLMgdNL aLbEMMOSL (XV b.-sb6-1827 Hamsdy).
90l LadgEbngmm nbBgMILYdAL LzgMmmdn gl 330560 Yo
bON3Y67900L L3I Logsmm3ammadn goblznmaomydyma
bogidmgbom  3MmEgLgdol  dgLfogms.  bog3mgszn o
dgLbhozamomo 8g3L sxrbsBms Logsmomozmbiml dgbgomol
BO303MN3MLMLESL godmymazol Loznbgdn; godmymanls
99893 domn yMmongmomdol Lsby; sLJ3y EoMIIHMN
3505m03mbyonl Amm35Hamos; Lozsmsmazmbml 8dsmm3zgammdnl 3mmadgdo.

dobo  bygamddm3sbgmmonm  gobbmMmEogmes dmoms  MYLomszgmol  JMm3bnmo
bs8y3bngMmm yMbnl dogh sRNbsBLYIOYMmN 3Mmyd@a00. BmbsHomgmods oJ3b
90ma0mMo  sEanMmMOMn3 0y Loghomsdmmobm  Ls8yEbogmm  3MbxyMIbENIdLY
5 bBN33mB0YIgodn. godmg39ybadyma 8g3L dMbmaMoazngdn s LESGNJdN. shol
bagomozgmml 373609Mg00ms 83509800l Lagsmmzgmmlb obGmMool fysmmgdol
3m3oboob §a3Mo.

Jm-az3mb@s/e_mail: tkartvelishvili@manuscript.ac.ge

Tea KarTvelishvili, Ph.D.

Senior Researcher, Department of Diplomatics and Source Criticism, K. Kekelidze Geor-
gian National Centre of Manuscripts

Tea’s dissertation thesis focused on the history of Bishoprics in the Guria region, West
Georgia (from the XV c. to 1827). Her research interests include developments of Church
affairs in West Georgia during the late middle ages; additionally, Tea has regarded ques-
tions on the secession of the Catholicosate of Abkhazia from the Mtskheta Catholicosate
and the nature of their relations thereafter. She studied different practices of government
of Catholicosate as well as roles of different Catholicos’ therein and beyond.

Furthermore, Tea supervised the project, titled: “Digitalization of original historical doc-
uments and data base”; she oversaw yet, another project, titled: “Documentary sources
(royal charters, epigraphic monuments, manuscript colophons) on the Kings of Krtli and
Kakheti of the first half of the XVII century (1600-1662) (source publication and study).
Both of these projects were financially supported by the Shota Rustaveli National Science
Foundation.
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Pyommdgmebymdnon godmizzmgss)”.

Jm-gmbGs/e_mail: temojojua2008 @gmail.com

Temo Jojua - Doctor of History, Associate Professor at Ilia State University, Senior Re-
searcher of the Department of Source Studies and Diplomacy at the Korneli Kekelidze
Georgian National Center of Manuscripts. In the framework of his dissertation, T. Jojua
studied the Gareji manuscript collection of 1160 preserved at the National Library of Vi-
enna and its testaments and colophons of the 12th-18th centuries from the codicologi-
cal, historical and source-study point of view. The fields of Jojua’s research interest are as
follows: Georgian epigraphic monuments and historical documents, issues of the Church
history and feudal families, medieval Georgian manuscripts and their testaments and col-
ophons, the history of the Georgian colony on the Holy Land and collections of Georgian
manuscripts preserved abroad. T. Jojua has published more than 60 scientific articles. He
has participated in the implementation of up to 20 scientific projects. T. Jojua is the super-
visor of two scientific projects funded by the Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation
of Georgia: 1. ,The study of eleven Georgian manuscript books and their testaments and
colophons of the 11th-18th centuries preserved in the Library of the Prince Czartoryski at
the Krakow National Museum (description of the manuscript books; corpus of testaments
and colophons; codicological, historical and source-study research)”, and 2. ,The study of
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five Georgian manuscripts and their testaments of the 10th-14th centuries preserved at
the Austrian National Library (description of manuscripts; corpus of testaments and colo-
phons; codicological, historical and source-study research)”.
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Ketevan Pavliashvili

In 1971 finished the 1** Public/Experimental school in Thilisi; In 1971-1976 | studied in
the Il.Chavchavadze Forien languages state pedagogical institute, Thilisi on the faculty of
English language and literature faculty. In 1976-1978 was studieng at the Iv. Javakhishvili
Thilisi State University on the faculty of history.

In 1980-1985 | finished the post graduate course at Iv.Javakhishvili institute of history
and ethbography. In 1989 | defended the candidate disartation “Vatican policy in Georgia
and Iran in the first part of XVII-th century”. In 1995 defended doctoral dissertation “The
Georgian Egzarchate in 1900-1917".

she is the author of 9 monographs,4 text-books and more than 200 scientific articles. She
took part in more than 50 International and regional conferences and simpoziums.

She is the author of M and D programs: M “The history of Christianity” TSU,2008-up
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today; M “Philosophy and Religious Studies” KuTaisi State University 2016-up today; D
“Christian Studies” St.Tamar university 2018-up today.

She is academician of the Tskhum-Abkhazian Academy and director of “Religios Studies”

institute at the same Academy.

From 1998 I’'m the professor of TSU and St.Tamar university; invited professor/lecturer in
the Kutaisi state university and in the Thilisi Technical University.
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Jm-gmbGs/e_mail: irakli-gelenava@yahoo.com
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Irakli Gelenava
Professor of the Faculty of Law and International Relations
of Georgian Technical University

Irakli Gelenava was born on July 4, 1973 in Gali, the Autonomous Republic of Abkha-
zia, Georgia. He graduated from the Faculty of History and Law of Sokhumi branch of
Thilisi State University and earned a master’s degree in History in 1998. He graduated
from Ivane Javakhishvili Institute of History and Ethnology in 2004, defending his doc-
toral dissertation on: “Culture and educational activity in Abkhazia in 1900-1921". Since
2006 he has been working in the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Autonomous
Republic of Abkhazia, from 2009 he held managerial positions. Since 2019 he has been
the Head of Administration of the Ministry.

Since 2000 he has been engaged in educational-pedagogical and scientific activities in
different higher educational institutions of Georgia. Currently he is a Professor of the
Faculty of Law and International Relations of Georgian Technical University.

He is a participant of about 50 local and several international projects, including project
“Integration of IDPs through education” funded by the European Commission in 2007-
2008.

He is the author of 4 monographs and more than 40 scientific works, including those pub-
lished abroad.

Directions of the research are: Georgian-Abkhazian relations, politics, cultural heritage,
conflicts.

In 2015 he was awarded Giorgi Shervashidze State Prize — for compilation and publication
of Collection of Documents: - Georgian Periodical Press Materials 1900-1921 (Abkhazia -
Religion, Education, Culture).

For personal contribution to educational and scientific activities he has received certifi-
cates of gratitude of the Supreme Council of the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia and
the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia.

He is the organizer and participant of up to 30 local , international conferences, sympo-
siums and forums.
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Jm-g3mbEo/e_mail: manana@blueshield.ge
Manana Tevzadze - The chairman of Georgian National Committee of the Blue Shield

Manana Tevzadze is a graduate of international master’s course in World Heritage Studies
at Brandenburg University of Technology Cottbus Senftenberg, Germany.

She has almost 15 years of experience working in cultural heritage management in Geor-
gia. Her experience ranges from working for the public sector (Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Georgia, Department of Culture, UNESCO National Commission and the Georgian Na-
tional Museum) to private sector (Contemporary Arts center and residence Art Villa Gari-
kula) and academia (Thilisi State Academy of Arts and llia State University.)

She is a member of ICOM and ICOMOS Georgia since 2007. Manana has been chairing the
Georgian National Committee of the Blue Shield since its establishment in 2013. Manana is
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an alumna of ICCROM international course — First Aid to Cultural Heritage in Times of Crisis
and has conducted several trainings nationally and internationally in first aid to heritage
collections in times of crisis. She continues to teach part time at llia State University and
holds voluntary trainings in heritage preservation to active youth leaders across Georgia.
She has translated and edited a number of professional publications from English to Geor-
gian.

Manana is also an elected board member of Blue Shield International since 2017.
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Jm-gmbGs/e_mail: liaahaladze@sou.edu.ge
Lia Akhaladze, PhD (Doctor of historical Sciences)

Associate Professor, Dean of the Faculty of Educational Sciences, the Sokhumi State Uni-
versity.

Studied at the A.M. Gorkiy Abkhazian State University and the Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi
State University (TSU). Graduated from the Faculty of History and received qualification of
the History teacher. Completed the post-graduate course at the TSU in 1999. Wrote PhD
thesis: “The Georgian epigraphic works in Abkhazia during IX-XVII cc.”.

Lia Akhaladze’s area of focus is historiography and source criticism as well as
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epigraphy and paleography of the History of Georgia.

Additionally, her interests include the teaching methodology, the educational policy and
the multicultural education. Her academic works include publications in Georgian, English,
Spanish, Czech, Arabic, Russian, French and other languages.

Her involvement within the international academic system is vigorous, it accounts for vari-
ous international academic conferences and fora. In the capacity of coordinator she super-
vises three international grant projects funded by the EU at the Sokhumi State University.
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Jm-g3mbBs/e_mail: nino.kavtaria@manuscript.ac.ge

Nino Kavtaria

Nino Kavtaria is the head of Art History Department at K.Kekelidze Georgian National
Center of Manuscritps. She completed her PhD in 2004 with a thesis dedicated to the
illuminated Georgian manuscripts illustrated at the Georgian scriptoria of the Black Moun-
tain (Antioch, historical Syria, now in Turkey). Her study focuses on the study of Georgian
illuminated manuscripts, their iconographic-stylistic and artistic features, and the interre-
lation and influence Byzantine and East Christian cultures on the Georgian illustrated man-
uscripts. She also received fellowships for several research projects on the art of Georgian
Book at Warburg Institute, Doaks, Athens University (IKY), CEU, DAAD, Kog university, Eras-
mus+.
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t.abuladze@yahoo.com

Tamar Abuladze

Doctor of Philology, head and chief specialist of the Department of Manuscript Protection,
Registration and Exposition at K.Kekelidze National Center of Manuscripts, chief research-
er. She regularly implements the scientific projects with the finances of both local and for-
eign funds. Within years she is manager of these projects or chief executor. Her activities
involve codicological and philological study of the Georgian and Oriental manuscripts, also
research of Georgian, Persian and Georgian-Persian historical documents from the paleo-
graphic viewpoint. The area of her research embraces study of the manuscripts contain-
ing the works of Georgian and Oriental scientific content, among them the works of the
astronomy, medical, chemistry and technology field. She has wide connections with the
scientific circles abroad; participates in the international conferences and symposiums;
is the author and co-author of monographs and more than 20 articles in the Georgian,
English, Russian and Persian languages, among them in the foreign referral journals. She is
the member of The Islamic Manuscript Association (Cambridge); she has close connection
with Max Planck Institute for the History of Science (Berlin).
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Jm-az3mbBs/e_mail: esmamania@manuscript.ac.ge

Esma Mania

Esma Mania is a researcher at Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National centre of manuscrupts
at the department of ancient manuscripts preservation and registration. She works on the
personal archives of Georgian public figures. She is the author of a number of articles in
which by using metatextual data tries to highlight the contours of psychological portraits
of public figures. She researches pocket notebooks and personal records as well as the
samples of documantary prose and the nature of textual and editorial studies.
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96033Mb0GIGL (JoBoab Bo3amGIG0) EsLMYMIdOl
d9033 030 09domds  Lmbndol  Labymdfoxzm
16033ML0GIBT0 Bmasn ©s shommgsbymo Jodool
300m3eM0ob omEIb@ 0l 01565870MdSBY.

bogebdsbsmmgdmm MgLbyMmLEIbGMaL
IBOMbse  dPdomdal  3gmomedo  (LagoMmm3zgamml
8obsonmgdnls s 373609M700L LoBobolGMm), ngo
B90000690039mmOSL NHg3s 70-Bg @ Loxsmm o
396dm Limaosl, byl YHymodes sbsgnn gmm3zbyma
bobfozamm 3338300l gobbmMmEngmgdsls o  FsLfezmadgmos  3Mmezgboym
8963005M7000.
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90L0 5815806070 LEdNTsm 3mBoEnnlb L37xENBNIS S35330MIdNMNS LB3SILB3IS
3n@YOHYm s bBgebdsbsmmadmm 3MmgdBgdomsb, Mmdmados GoBbo nbobagL
bgambohgmos ghm3bym 3gb@MIn Mmoo Jmmadingdol FymGoabndmabym
dgbhozmols o  LLdYxEb0gMM-bogsbdsbscrmademm  LozmEgdo  dSJBPSMOBIGNSL:
500-06  Laghml  BnbsbLlyMo  Bbsmsgamom  gobbmMmzngmgdnmo  3Mmadd&o
,9039mab0 Johopamo dmFgomo dgaamgdol asgbmb@oss (XI-XII bsysnbygdols
Jomorymo byambsfamgon)”, dmoms MyLomszgmol ghmmzbymo Lbsdgsboghm mbools
009  ©oxnbsblgdymo 3Mmmyd®goo HE-17-54 ,Lodsmomzgmmbs ©s PEbmgonl
b0d3gmMgMLSEe37080  OENM0  Jomoymo  LsdgEosnbm s  33B3M0bsMyamo
bgmbohaMmgdn”, Loghmodmmobm Loboxbymm Limms “dosfoyemn bymbohgman”,
bagmosdmmobm LogoboGbnmm Limms” sxBbsBIN: F1Nd LONIYDI]ONELE M]dco]
(0bBmmoym-3nmGahmmmzgoymo sb3gdgodo)”.

030 oMol 40-by 9g@0 LLAgEbogmm  LEsBN0L, mMmo 3djyomeEnmo
LobymMAdM356gMML  93@MMN, MObsd3BMMNs  Lagomm3zgmml  Fsbfazmadgmos
3hmgzgboymo  3obznmoMmgdol  gMm3bymo  36&Mal  GMgbnba-3hmamadaly
"879153900L Bobaadol godmygbgds Jommnmo gbolbs s modymo@ymol IBgIBGMo
LHo3egdaLN3NL”".

d0b0 330m33000 06@7MgL0 BmMoEs3L LydgEboghm Jnbsstmbiol (JoBos, BnbyMmsmmans-
890manmans, 83cnEnbs, LB3.) bgmbofamadol 33mmg3sL dgEbogMagdal alEGmMools
035MbsBMobom, shoxgmmdsmmym  gobocmgdsl,  LsFPBgYdm  gobocmydsl,
31M03nmydol ©oBonbls s LHszms/LHozmadol 0bm3zssoym dgmmemamaosl;
bogebdsbsmmydmm 3MmgMmadgdol 9707353705L NG yMymo  338330MIMdNL
3m3ymamnbognnl dnbboo.

irinagogonaia@manuscript.ge

irinagogonaia@yahoo.com

www.manuscript.ge

Irina Gogonaia is a Master of Chemistry, Doctor of Pedagogy After completing her studies
in the Ilya Mechnikov Odessa State University (faculty of chemistry), she worked at Sokhu-
mi State University on the Faculty of Exact and Natural Sciences. She was giving lectures
on Analysis of Precious Metals and Gemstones, Chemistry Teaching Methodology, etc. Her
dissertation was dedicated to the formation of students’ research skills based on Lev Vy-
gotsky’s disciples’ (Peter Galperin, Tatiana Talyzina) psychological approaches.

While working as the Head of the Educational Resource Centre (Ministry of Education
and Science of Georgia), she was supervising more than 70 public and private schools,
supporting the implementation of the new National Curricula and teachers’ professional
development.

Her working specifics at her current position are related to different cultural and educa-
tional projects, which are aimed at multidisciplinary study of the manuscripts kept in the
National Centre of Manuscripts: “Diagnostics of the Old Georgian Repoussé Metal Covered
Manuscripts” (funded by the USA Embassy in Georgia, 2014-2015), “Georgian Medical and
Veterinarian Manuscripts from the Depositories of Georgia and Abroad”, 2017-2021, Inter-
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national Summer Schools “Georgian Manuscript”, 2011-2021, International Spring Schools
«Abkhazia: From the Middle Ages to the Present (Historical-Culturological Aspects)», 2020
- 2021 (Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation)

She is the author of more than 40 scientific articles and two text-books, co-author of the
training program of the National Centre for Teacher Professional Development “Utilization
of Museum Materials for Effective Teaching of Georgian Language and Literature”.

Her research interests involve the study of manuscripts of the scientific content (chem-
istry, mineralogy-gemmology, medicine, etc.) in terms of the history of science, museum
studies, curriculum development and innovative methodology; developing of educational
programs, including cognitive computer programs, for promotion of cultural heritage.

0ofMmgodady 6s6nmmo

3mogmmmanols s GadbEmammagoalb  gdsbymxzznmyoal
3mblymBsb@n. 1960 Hamoob  Bndomdl  byambsfhamos
0bLbB0GYB0 (8909880 3. 3032amadol  Labyammool
bagoMmo3zgammb bgambofhghmo gfhm3bnamo 336@M0)
MgLGS3MIENNLY 5  3mblLgMm3sisnnls madmMms@Gmmosdo
- maOmmobBn  (1960-1969).  dndamomomgzol  (8g8cgmd
000MOMMY3e-09Bgn00oL  gobymazomadol NBMmLbo  1970-
2019), 3mozmmmanols s &adub@mmmanol gobymaznamgodols
3mbLmBeb@n 2021 Hamosb. 3g6&mal LodgEbogmm LsdFML
$93M0 (2007-2010). LomgbBezmozom Ladgmb Ha3Mmo 2018 Hamowsb comgdcoy.

6. 005Mgodsdg dmbsfomgmd s bambsHahmms ghmabym 3g6&mTn sy Bmbgdal
sofmoabzobs o dsbdn sMLdnm Lod3gmamsm3ol nmGyhynmo 83093300MIMo0l
dgamal bEBsGYLOL Boboboggdgmo YHygdsMmImMobm Logdnsbmdol Bsmamgddo J.
domodndol 083000 godmEg8sms 3000bgBdo.

dmbohomgmdes Lsdgebogmm 9Ju3gnEnsdn §3. 939@aMnbal dmbsLEGIMAn, Lnbol
00oBY 1994, 1996 femyddo.

LogMmsb@m 3Mmmgd&godon:
,Jomoyamo bomsmadbn 3mBoamo@ngs” 2006-2008.

L,omdS6YM0 agdombomoals godmbsgdace dmabocgds” 2002-2003.
Jommnzgmmamanal babexbymm bymms ,Jshoymo bymbsfamo® 2014-2021.

Lodndmommg3m  Logddy bgambofgoms gMm3byam  336@M30 (I LoagmmsdmMobm
Ln83mbaydo ,JoMmmyma bymbasfgma*) 2009.

dobo 3n0m03s3ngd0s: 1. 1709 Gamol Labsmgool dnbshamaon (8ndsgn LymogMmobs
3960b0Ls - 3M70mo Jdw3b3ds dobgoam Jozmsmoosl 80 HanoboosL), 2012; 2.
306@obg VI-ob ULEGS300L obEBmMMoobomzol (8fogbmdsmon, 2010), 3. 39b&sbg VI-
ol bES3dOL obEMMmoobomsznl (8Gngbmdsman, 2011), 4. d3gmbsdgFEn JoMmoyamo
890mEg0900 (8fngbmoston, 2011), 5. dsdom ds@mMbod3znmoal 3mMEmy@obocmzols
(&Ogm sd1LgModobadn dodm3boamo Lbsgmool Laghosdmmobm 3mbxzgmabinol
dsboggdn - ,G0gmmds” 2010), 6. d0bsfamgdn d3gmbodgde Hoabgdby (sbomos
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30M37mHmEaoymobswdn 8odm3boamo Lbsenmol LoaghosdmMmaobm 3mbazgMmgbinols
dsbsamgdo - ,0sgsMmods” 2010).

Nanuli Targamadze Consultant of the Department of Codicology and Textology of the
Korneli Kekeklidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts. She started working at the
Centre (Korneli Kekelidze Institute of Manuscripts) in 1960 and worked on various po-
sitions - in the Laboratory of Restoration and Conservation - laboratory sssistant (1960-
1969), Library-Museum Department - Head of the Department (1970-2019), Department
of Codicology and Textology - Consultant (2021).

Member of the Scientific Council of the Center (2007-2010). Member of the Restoration
Board from 2018 to the present.

N.Targamadze participated in the description of the funds preserved in the National Cen-
ter of Manuscripts within the framework of the inter-agency Committee for granting the
status of a cultural heritage monument to its antiquities.

Participated in the scientific expeditions to the St. Catherine Monastery on Mount Sinai
in 1994, 1996.

The research sphere of Nana Targamadze covers such issues as Old Georgian printed
books,

inscriptions on old printed books.
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0199 Jodndody

sbomaobs  dgsbogo,  sbobm3mmmmanol  comd@&mmo
(2018), ool MYL;S3gMol ghm3bymo LsdgEbogmm Bmbonl
BNbsdgbnMmo  agMmob@ol  Lodgebogmm  bgmnddm3sbyemo
»,3M3000 350630800 o Logdomomzgmm: sbogmo  MJsgmmdol
Sbofm3mmmaonmo 33ang3s” (FR-21-14562).

3939, Mmamg 833emy35M0 Astnyamos bsdyEbogmhm 3hmyd@&do
“tmbgo-n3Mmonbol mdo s Lagomo3zgmm: gammosmyMo s
M330mbymo 3MoBobob mmisemymo 8gcyagdn” (FR-23-2282).

909010 533L dmoms MyLomszgmal ghm3bymo badgbagymm Bmbol 3mLELsmIGmmm
33930000 3MsbGn sbamasbmes dgabogmmom3zal (2019-2021); sbJ33, BomIdPMo 5J3L
LEGN39bNsl EMIEMMbEJONLIM30L EIBEMIMYMa 3Boobs s 39335L00L 33em30LS
5 ULHo3amgdol 0bosns@o3zs CARTI (2011 - 2014), Mmdmol BsMmamyodog, ghoo
Ly3gLEBMoom, 80H3gmo nym JsMmzstmeonl Nb03xMLOGIENL, ©J30L0L 33emy300 (396¢&M3n,
MmgmMz 30B0@mMo d33emy35Mo; 2010-2013 §. oym mos LdBmasemydal nbLE0GNENL
(0905379@0) PBsmagLio gobosoamydnl dbsmeaggmol 3Mmamasdol 3myd@ol dmbsfomy:
,B330MaM0BB0bs s Mgamognol sboxmm3mmmanymo 33emg3s“. domgdnmo oJ3b msby
3003mobol bEn3gbns, MMAgmoE 3mmmbyMm-53gMolzymo Bmbe ,ms30byBmMIdL”
5 BYIMOMsnBol sEdnbol@momydom bmMmEogmlds, mmo Labfszmm LydgbEmo
08ymxy1omEs 3Msgm3nl nsggmmmboal y603gMbo@gddo.

090 Jodndadgl dmbofomgmds o33t Bomgdynmo sMogmon  LoghosdmMmobm o
530mmoMn3 badyxsboghm 3Mmyd@&dn. 3odmgd39ybadnmo o33l 30-6g dg&0 Ladgsbogm
b6odmmdn. Bomadnmo og3L dmbsfomgmods 60-Bg 83 LoghosdmMmobm s sagnmMmdMN3
3mbxgmybinsdo.

070 Jo898sdg oMol 03567 xo3960830amol Labyammool obEmmMonbs s gmbmanmaoal
0bLEG0GYANL  BxEb0gM-056583MmAgamn,  x035-b  SLoLEI6G-3mxyabmMo,  clby-b
8mf330mo myddmmo.

dobo  33amg30L  0bGJMgLYON BmoEs3L: LmEosmabsznal Lazombgdo GMmoogoynm
Lobmaamydsdn, 3mLELLdFMMS GMIBLBMMBsE0xd0lL MymogonMmo ©s J3mbmdngyMo

sb3793&J00  Lagomo3zgammdo, Jomogdol LozmEol GMobLbamMasgns s dgbbogmgds,
BoBMYMO SbnMm3mmmans;

Jm-gmb@s: tea.kamushadze@tsu.ge; t.kamushadze@gipa.ge.
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Tea Kamushadze is a young scholar who earned her Doctorate in Anthropology in 2018 with
a dissertation titled «Urban Formation and Post-Soviet Transformations (on the Example of
Rustavi).» She is currently leading two significant research projects: “Covid Pandemic and
Georgia: Anthropological Research of New Reality” (2022-2025), in which she serves as the
principal investigator, and “Russia-Ukraine War and Georgia: Local Implications of a Global and
Regional Crisis” (2023-2026). Both projects are funded by the Rustaveli National Foundation.

In 2021, Dr. Kamushadze completed a postdoctoral research project entitled «Representation
of Religious Pluralism and Secularism in Urban Space: Post-Socialist Rustavi,» also supported
by the Rustaveli National Foundation. She has been involved in several international research
projects and fellowship programs, including the Open Society Foundation Budapest Grant
Project for Doctoral Students of Central Asia and the Caucasus Research and Training Initiative
(CARTI) from 2011 to 2014. During this time, she was invited to Harvard University’s Davis
Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies for a semester. From 2010 to 2013, she participated
in the Higher Education Support Program of the Open Society Institute in Budapest, focusing
on the «Anthropological Study of Secularism and Religion,» which involved attending various
workshops and events with leading global scholars. She was also awarded the Lane Kirkland
Fellowship, a collaborative initiative of the Polish-American Freedom Foundation and the
Fulbright Program, and spent two semesters at Jagiellonian University in Krakow. Under the
mentorship of Professor Zdzistaw Mach, she completed her thesis on «Krakow-Nova Huta
Integrative Discourse and Economic Anthropology.»

Dr. Kamushadze has contributed to numerous international and local research projects,
seminars, workshops, and summer schools. She has authored over 30 scholarly papers,
including five based on her dissertation, and has presented at more than 60 international and
local conferences. She is currently a researcher at the Ivane Javakhishvili Institute of History
and Ethnology, an assistant professor at the Georgian Institute of Public Affairs (GIPA), and an
invited lecturer at Thilisi State University (TSU).

Her research interests include traditional forms of socialization, religious and economic aspects
of post-socialist transformations in Georgia, digital anthropology, and urban development and

memory.

For professional inquiries, Dr. Kamushadze can be reached at tea.kamushadze@tsu.ge or

t.kamushadze @gipa.ge.
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obEmmool cmd@mmo, bmbydob Lobgamdfoxm
16033MLoGIE 0L 3n8sbo@smym 3g3bngMgdsms
B3YMBIB0L sbmEogdymo 3hmxyglmmo;
Lagdommzgmmb y603gMboGgEnl baamabgdols s
3n0sbn@smymao dgsboghgdal Limeolb dm§3gymo
aad@mmo.

Jm-3mb@s/e_mail: kaxaberp@gmail.com

50050 1973 Hamb J. Byageowdn. 1990 famb hsoMoibs
03. xo30b063no;nnb bobg@m(’)ob oly bmbydol Bomosmol obEmMos-oyMmoonm
B3 EIAB7 (L333. ,0LEGMMNs”), MmAgammog Homhnbgdom ssdmse3zms 1995 famb. 0839
famoob 3domosl 0fygol oy Lmbndol Bomosmols d3gmo dbmBmom abEGmMonl,
sthggmanmagoobs s gobmgmoxnal omgmsby. 1998-2001 §. 3. xkomwos oym 03.
X93560330m0b Labgemoal mdamobol bobgmadfoxm nbozgmlodgdolb d3gmo bmazmom
ob@mMool 3o0gemol sL3nMsb&o. 0d3zg 2004 §. HoMmBo@Idom ©o0E3s abgMBosns
00908597 - ,,mmB0bs s sm3mbszmyo ds30Bm30L30Mgonl yhaoogmormods I-11 bb.”

3- BoB0s 2006 Hamosb shol bLmbydol Lobgmdfoxm Nba3zxmMLodIBGOL 3n8sboBsmym
993609M705000 B3I EIE0L SLMEoMIdNMo 3MmBgbmmn; 2015 Hamnsb - Lagomonzgmmbs
16033MLoGIGOL bammm3bidolbs s 3nBsbodsmyma d73bngmadol Limmal dmH3gymo
dGmmo.

3 Bo@ool  Lodgsbogmm  33amg30L  Lgmmgodos: d3gmo  Mmdol  SMAMLL3mHNMO
3Mm306307900L abGmMMos; gamobobdol obEGMMS; S6E0IYMo bsbal Lagesmon3zgmml
(3mabgonn, 0dgMmos) abEmmool 3Mmdmy3ydo.

306509M Boxns oMol 80-3cg Lodgxsboghm BsdMmABol s3@MMn, Bomasb SMLEBNIBs30s
dmbmgMmazngdn o §oabgodan:

e Mmmdo 5 smAmbszmgo  Jo30Bm30Lb3nmgoo -l LL.  (3mamo@olymo
yhongmomdgdn). ;md., 2005.

o BMo0sbyL sMIMULI3zmYPMo 3mmo@ngs s bogommzgamm. ;d., 2005.

o Mmdsymo Lodysmmb 3Mmabobo s smdmbozmgo do3z0Bm3nb3nmgma (56.§. Il
L.). 0., 2006.

o L oxbsbyMo Lobgmadhoxrmgomomos” - Boon 0y abEmmMoymo MgemMmmos?, md.,
2012.

e Mm3ol s3mLszmyMo 3mmo@ngds ©s 39m3gImo ,LsdgBmydal” HomdmJdbs
3mabgodo (sb. §. 11 b.). 0., 2012.

o sMmabBoMmdg 3mmbo. 0., 2023.

Kakhaber Pipia - Doctor of History, Associate Professor of Sokhumi State University; Invited
Lecturer at the school of arts and humanities at the University of Georgia.
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K.Pipia was born in 1973 in Zugdidi; In 1995 he graduated with honors specialty History of Fac-
ulty of History and Law of Sokhumi Branch of Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University. From
1998 to 2001 K. Pipia was a post-graduate student of Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University,
where he received a PhD in history for his thesis: ,The Relations between Roman Empire and
the Eastern Part of Black Sea Coast in the I-Il Centuries A.D.”

Till 2006 up today he is an Associate Professor at Sokhumi State University; From 2015 he is an
invited lecturer at the school of arts and humanities at the University of Georgia.

Kakhaber Pipia’s areas of scientific research are: History of Eastern Provinces of Ancient Rome;
History of Hellenism; Problems of the history of ancient Georgia (Colchis, Iberia).

Kakhaber Pipia is the author of about 80 scientific works, from which should be
highlighted the following monographs and books:

e Rome and the Eastern Black Sea Coast in the I-Il Centuries (Political Relations). Thilisi,
,,Publishing House of Thilisi State University”, 2005. (in Georg.).

e  Eastern politics of Trajan and Georgia. Thilisi, ,Universal”, 2005.

e The Crisis of the Roman World and the Eastern Black Sea Coast. 3-rd Century A. D.
Thilisi, ,TSU Sokhumi branch publishing house”, 2006. (in Georg.).

e Oriental Politics of Rome and Creating of Separate ,,Kingdoms” in Colchis (the 2-nd
century A.D.). Thilisi, ,,Universal®, 2012. (in Georg.).

e “Abkhazian Statehood”— Myth or Historical Reality?, Thilisi, ,Universal®, 2012. (in
Georg.).

e  Aristarchus of Colchis. Thilisi, ,,Saari“, 2023. (in Georg.).
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Kakhaber Pipia
Sokhumi State University
The Northern-Western Colchis (Abkhazia) in Antiquity

According to archeological findings, the territory of Abkhazia from the oldest time
was included at Western-Georgian, Colchian cultural area. During the whole era of early, mid-
dle and late Bronze age, the same picture is fixed in the territory of Abkhazia as in other regions
of western Georgia, by material culture point of view, with some local peculiarities. So Abkha-
zian population by ethno-cultural point of view, in III-I millenniums B.C. did not differ from
the rest part of the population of Colchis and it represented an organic part of Old Georgian,
Colchian world.

In the 6th century B.C. it was formed the state of Colchis on the Eastern shores of
the Black sea. Its borders, according to antique sources, was spread from the sector of modern
Gagra-Bichvinta to the region of Chorokhi issues. So modern Abkhazian territory was com-
pletely included in the frame of Colchis Kingdom and it was not differing from other parts of
the Western Georgia with political sign. Also in the sources of VI-I centuries B.C. there is no
hint that in Abkhazia did live ethnically different population. On the contrary, Ancient authors,
Hecataeus of Miletus (6th century B.C.) and Pseudo-Scylax of Carianda (4th century B.C.)
definitely pointed that only Colchian tribes — Colchis itself, Koles and Koraxes inhabited on the
modern territory of Abkhazia. So Abkhazia represented an organic part of the united state-po-
litical and ethno-cultural space of an ancient Colchis.

In II century B.C. the united kingdom of Colchis was divided into various “Skep-
tukhias”. Despite of complete political failure, Abkhazian territory was not torn away from the
common-Colchian cultural-political area. From the beginning I century B.C. even during ongo-
ing political cataclysms, at first during Mitridates Eupator (120-63 B.C.) time and then after the
conquest by Romans, Colchis was maintaining its territorial integrity.

In 65-35/33 B.C. Colchis as a separate, whole administrative-political entity was
subdued to Rome. In 35/33 B.C. Marcus Antonius took Colchis in the kingdom of Polemonic
Pontus, which was a vassal of Rome. In the era of Augustus (27 B.C.—14 A.D.) Colchis, for a
short period, was the part of Pontus-Bosporan kingdom (14-8 B.C.), then in 3/2 B.C. — 17 A.D.
is the part of united kingdom of Pontus-Cappadocia. During an Emperor Tiberius ruling (14-37
A.D.) Colchis was the tutorial country with Pontus and it was under the protectorate of Rome it-
self; Caligula (37-41 A.D.) delivered the kingdom of Pontus with Colchis to Polemonids again;
during Nero (54-68) Colchis was occupied by Romans and it became the part of the province
of Galatia; During the rule of Vespasian (69-79) Colchis was the part of united Cappadocia-Ga-
latia, so called “Cappadocian complex”; From Domitian (81-96) it was part of the province of
Cappadocia. During carried out frequent administrative-territorial reorganizations in the East
by named Emperors, the territorial integrity of Colchis was not broken and modern Abkhazian
territory was again the part of Colchis.

In the beginning of II century A.D., by Flavius Arrian’s (nearly 95-175) information,
on the territory of Colchis, appeared separate political unions — “kingdoms” of Macron-Henio-
khes’, Lazs’, Absils’, Abazgs’ and Sanigs’.On the basis of this information of Arrian, Abkhazian
separatist researchers and ideologists, for whom is not strange in the base of sources and espe-
cially in antique sources by manipulating of poor, often unclear data, to get maximum political
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profit, they claim that from the beginning of II century it already existed “Abkhazian state”.
However, obviously, talking about the existence of “Abkhazian statehood” is meaningless and
Apsil-Abazgs’ “kingdoms” must be considered as unions with some kind of self-governances.
An independence of political unions of Apsils and Abazgs was a complete fiction. These “Ba-
sileuses” essentially were administrators of Roman Empire, who had to provide in connection
with Roman garrisons submission of inhabited tribes of Black sea region to Rome; Their real
rights were quite restricted and they were carrying out concrete interests of Roman administra-
tion of Cappadocia province there.

Direct dependence of Apsils” and Abazgs’ political unions on Rome, did not continue
for a long time. They could not maintain formal status and lost an “independence” soon. It is
worth to note that after Arrian Apsil-Abazgs’ “kingdoms” and its “Basileuses” were not men-
tioned in any sources. They at the middle of the II century were included in the kingdom of
Lazica which was on the way of raising. Pacorum, King of Lazica, expanded the borders of the
Laz kingdom to Northwestern, including the contemporary Gagra-Pitsunda sector which was
evidenced by a Greek inscription on a silver cup found in the village Achmarda in the Gagra
district. So even in late antiquity modern Abkhazia was an organic part of common-Colchian,

Georgian political world.
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